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It isn’t every day you decorate a 30-foot tree. It took quite a crew of decorators and a bucket truck to get the tree covered with
lights and ornaments. 

Community Christmas Tree
displays true community spirit

McPHERSON—When you
drive by the McPherson Museum
and Convention and Visitor’s Bu-
reau at 1111 E. Kansas Street,
you won’t be able to miss the
newest addition: the 30-foot com-
munity Christmas tree. The tree
is simply beautiful, but getting it
in place was anything but simple
and required a great deal of ef-
fort on the part of the commu-
nity.

It all started when The Cedars
made the decision that the 30-
foot Blue Spruce originally lo-
cated at 1013 Darlow Drive
needed to be cut down. They did-
n’t want the tree to go to waste,
so they called Wayne Burns, di-

rector of Public Lands and Facil-
ities. Burns then made a call to
Ann Engel, McPherson Main
Street director, asking if Main
Street would like the tree.

“Wayne said, ‘How would you
like a live Christmas tree?’”
Engel said. “I said, 'Sure. What
would I have to do?'”

Engel went out to the location
where the tree was located with
Lyle Starr from the Park Depart-
ment. Starr explained cutting
down and moving the tree was
going to be a process, and Engel
would need to call in reinforce-
ments. Starr offered to help with
large ornaments and lights for
the tree and to help with anchor-
ing it, but he wouldn’t be able to
move the tree.

Engel is resourceful and began

making phone calls. With each
phone call she made, more and
more people volunteered to take
on some portion of the process.
Bob and Michelle Cullen, presi-
dent and H.R. with Welco Serv-
ices, Inc., agreed to create and
weld a steel base plate with an
attached pipe that now holds the
trunk and retains water for the
tree. Kody Kramer, city forester,
agreed to cut down the tree and
trailer it to its new location. He
also brought along a bucket
truck so ornaments and lights
could be hung.

With a plan in place to have
the tree cut down, Engel still
needed to figure out how to lift
the tree onto and off of the
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It has been two years since Robert and
Mary Unruh of Canton were killed in crash
on Highway 56. This week, Julie Hunter, the
driver of the vehicle, which hit the Unruh’s,
will stand trial. Hunter has been charged
with two counts of involuntary manslaughter-
DUI in relation to the crash, which occurred
on Nov. 22, 2019. 

The wheels of justice are known to move
slowly, but in this case, they have moved at a
particularly slow pace. Delays in prosecution
have resulted from Hunter’s own injuries, as
well as court delays related to COVID-19.
Now, nearly two years from the date of the
crash, jury selection will begin. 

Hunter, 41, of Minnesota, will appear in
McPherson County District Court on Nov. 30
for jury selection. While she has been attend-
ing hearings via Zoom, she must appear in
person for the trial. She has been free on a
$25,000 bond and living in Minnesota since
the wreck occurred. 

Trial to begin
in involuntary
manslaughter
case this week
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Omicron variant
not in Kansas, yet

Over the Thanksgiving holiday, the newest
COVID-19 variant, Omicron, was identified.
The discovery led to rapid changes for those
attempting to travel internationally, however
the Kansas Department of Health and Envi-
ronment (KDHE) says the variant has not
been identified in Kansas yet.

“No confirmed cases have been identified in
Kansas or the United States to date,” KDHE
said in a release Monday. “This variant is
new, and it is still unknown how transmissi-
ble or contagious this variant is. It is unclear
how quickly it will spread, but it has been
found in 17 countries already, and we should
assume that it is only a matter of time before
it will be found in the United States.” 

KDHE will continue to sequence positive
COVID-19 samples to look for the Omicron
variant. In the meantime, officials say
Kansas is more prepared for Omicron than
previous variants. This is due to large num-
ber of Kansans who have received their
COVID-19 vaccination. Currently, 64 percent
of the eligible population is fully vaccinated.

“Experts continue to believe that the
COVID-19 vaccine will continue to protect

See COVID / 4

Barn raising: Inman Museum
board director has big plans

INMAN—When Ralph
Vogel joined the Inman Mu-
seum 20 years ago, its ex-
hibits were crowded into one
small room.

Vast collections of artifacts
have been added to the at-
traction, which now boasts a
life-size village square of six
buildings, a restored train
depot and an 1875 homestead
and farm.

Fundraisers and donations
footed the bill for two new
wings, dozens of dioramas,
and a late 1800s village
square, but Vogel built them
on his own with 100-year-old
repurposed lumber and his
own imagination over several
cold winters.

“The labor was free,” he
said. ‘I look at it now and

think ‘I couldn’t do that
now—especially the two story
building.”

Since then, a generous
community has supported
the museum by donating
valuable items, but the mu-
seum is fast running out of
space.

He and the museum’s
board members are “in the
dreaming stage” of another
big building project, a 20,000-
square-foot barn, will tell the
story of custom cutting and
agricultural invention in
Inman. It also will house a
fleet of horse-drawn carriages
donated by restorer Ron
Regehr.

ADM Milling Co. donated a
nearby lot for the project, but
Vogel admits it will be expen-
sive.

BY MINDY KEPFIELD
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Restorer Ron Regehr poses with his latest gift to the Inman Museum: a
fully restored Albany Sleigh. The vehicle is now on display in the front en-
trance of the museum.

See PLANS / 4
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Joey looked at me this af-
ternoon and declared he's
officially done with

turkey.
After taking home some

leftovers from my parents'
house on Thanksgiving and
having our own leftovers from
hosting that weekend—and
making both a roasted bird as
well as one on the smoker—
we have quite the collection of
Tupperware boxes in our
fridge.

The good news for Joey is
most of the leftover meat will
be combined with the broth
we made from our turkey car-
casses for some turkey noodle
soup and go in our freezer for
another day.

Just like the turkey inunda-
tion in our house, I know I've
also been giving you a dessert
inundation over the past sev-
eral weeks. If you're tired of
tarts and pies, just hang in
there—I'll definitely think of
something else for next week.

But if you're like me and
love all things sweet, this is
another great dessert. Plus,
it's super easy to make, even
if you're not much of a baker.

This comes from the blog
“Singing Through the Rain.”
You can find the original post
at https://singingth-
roughtherain.net/2013/12/easy
-crumble-cherry-pie.html. I
added extra almond extract

and sliced almonds to my ver-
sion.

Cherry Almond Crumble
Pie

Ingredients
1 nine-inch pie crust
2/3 cup flour

2 teaspoons almond extract
1/2 cup cold butter, cubed
2/3 cup sugar
21 ounces cherry pie filling
1/4 cup sliced almonds

Directions
Preheat the oven to 375 de-

grees.
Arrange your crust into a

pie pan and crimp the edges.
In a bowl, combine the flour,

extract, butter and sugar, cut-
ting with a pastry cutter or
fork until the ingredients are
well-combined and in small

crumbles.
Pour the cherry pie filling

into the prepared crust and
sprinkle the crumble evenly
over the top. Top with the
sliced almonds.

Bake for 30 to 40 minutes or
until the top is golden brown.

This pie was delicious and
was really pretty without any
effort whatsoever. The al-
mond flavor was a fantastic
combination with the cher-
ries, and the addition of the
crunchy nuts on top were
yummy, too.

Luckily, I ended up sending
my in laws home with quite a
bit of pie, since they had
much of the family staying
with them through the week-
end after Thanksgiving to
help them eat it, so I haven't
heard Joey declare that he's
done with pie quite yet.

Of course, if I decide to
make yet another one for next
week, I'm guessing I'll hear
about it. Sounds like it's time
for me to get creative while
keeping my pie tins in the
cabinet.

Spice Up Your Life is a
weekly recipe column by Lind-
sey Young, who describes her-

self as an enthusiastic
amateur cook and can be

reached through her website at
spiceupkitchen.net.

I could go 'almond' and on about this cherry pie

McPHERSON—The second
annual McPherson Christmas
Parade of Lights promises to
be bigger and brighter than
its inaugural cruise in 2020.

Scheduled to start at 6:15
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 11,
from Lakeside Park, the con-
voy of floats and brightly dec-
orated vehicles will drive
through the Cedars, roll west
down First Street to North
Main Street, reroute (turn
around) south down Main by
MP NAZ, and return south on
Main to East Euclid, landing
at Lakeside Park.

Casey Schropp, the event
organizer, asks that specta-
tors do not gather at the
launch site, on private prop-
erty that is not their own, or
in the streets.

While the event is called a
parade, once again, the format
will be a “cruise-style” parade,
which means spectators are
asked to watch from their
yards (for those residents
along the route) or public
parking spaces, remain off the
streets, and no candy or prizes
will be thrown from floats.

Schropp said the lingering
pandemic has a lot to do with

the format of the parade again
this year.

“We're not going to be as
normally close to the crowd so
then that creates a safety
issue, so we're asking our par-
ticipants not to toss candy or
prizes into the crowd,”
Schropp said. “It's a cruise in
order to be able to reach out to
that older community and
bring them some Christmas
cheer, because it’s been an-
other rough year of dealing
with COVID. Next year, we'll
move to a traditional parade.”

Schropp said she's received
more entries for the parade,
and with the deadline still a
few days away, there's still
time for several more to regis-
ter. Schropp said they ask
people to decorate their vehi-
cles at least 50 percent for the
parade to be a good show.

“We are expecting this to be
better than last year,”
Schropp said. “We are expect-
ing a bigger and brighter
show as well as a larger
amount of spectators. I have a
few tricks up my sleeve for the
crowd they won't want to
miss.”

Another highlight will be
Dustin W. Frank honoring the
military with an incredible
display.

If bad weather becomes an
issue on Dec. 11, the parade
will be postponed until the fol-
lowing Saturday, Dec. 18. Up-
dates will be posted on social
media sites (McPherson
Christmas Parade of Lights)

and broadcast on local radio
stations.

Participants can register by
contacting Schropp via e-mail
at
mcpchristmasparade@gmail.c
om, through social media, or

by calling Schropp at 620-504-
2662.

“Come out and join us either
way you can, whether it's by
participating or spectating,”
Schropp said. “We’d be glad to
have everyone and anyone.”

Santa Claus is coming to McPherson's Light Parade

Gentry and Barlow, the Christmas Parade of Light Elves, have been busy building and planning for this year's event,
which will take place on Saturday, Dec. 11, at 6:15 p.m.

BY BILL BUSH
NEWS-LEDGER



Monday, Nov. 22
4:03 a.m. McPherson

Sheriff took a report
and made an arrest of a
suspicious person on S.
Main St., Galva. 

6:26 a.m. McPherson
Police took a report of
past criminal deception
on S. Elm. 

11:28 a.m. McPherson
Police took a report of
sexual assault on
Sycamore Pl. 

Tuesday, Nov. 23
8:43 a.m. McPherson

Police took a report of
past theft on S. Centen-
nial. 

10:39 a.m. McPherson
Police took a report of
past burglary on W.
Marlin. 

2:23 p.m. McPherson
Sheriff and Inman Po-
lice conducted an urgent
welfare check on N.
Pine St., Inman. 

McPherson Fire re-
sponded to a medical
emergency on N. Elm
St. 

Wednesday, Nov. 24
8:45 a.m. McPherson

Police took a report of
past theft on North
High Dr. 

10:08 a.m. McPherson
Sheriff made a warrant
arrest on N. Maple. 

3:41 p.m. McPherson
Police took a report of a
past assault on N. Wal-
nut. 

Thursday, Nov. 25
9 a.m. McPherson Po-

lice took a report of past
harassment on S. Chest-
nut. 

12:42 p.m. McPherson
Police took a report of

theft on N. Charles St. 
2:35 p.m. McPherson

Fire, Police, Sheriff and
EMS responded to a
structure fire on Center
St. 

5:33 p.m. Lindsborg
Police took a report of
theft on N. Main St.,
Lindsborg. 

5:53 p.m. McPherson
Police took a report of
theft on S. Centennial. 

6:48 p.m. McPherson
Police took a report of
theft on Eschelman. 

8:15 p.m. McPherson
Sheriff and Canton Po-
lice took a report of do-
mestic violence on W.
Olive St., Canton.

McPherson Fire re-
sponded to a medical
emergency on N. Dover. 

Friday, Nov. 26
8:31 a.m. McPherson

Police took a report and
made an arrest for do-
mestic violence on Lake-
view Dr. 

10:54 a.m. McPherson
Police took a report of
domestic violence on N.
Elm St. 

12:49 p.m. McPherson
Sheriff and Canton Po-
lice took a report of ve-
hicle theft on W. Olive
St., Canton. 

2:41 p.m. McPherson
Police took a report of
past theft on N. Olivette
St. 

4:47 p.m. Canton Po-
lice took a report of past
burglary on N. Main St. 

10:37 p.m. Lindsborg
Police took a report of
theft on S. Cole St.,
Lindsborg. 

McPherson Fire re-

sponded to a brush fire
on Stearman. 

McPherson Fire re-
sponded to an automatic
alarm on E. Kansas. 

Saturday, Nov. 27
9:54 a.m. McPherson

Police took a report of
domestic violence on S.
Hartup. 

6:44 p.m. McPherson
Police took a report of
past theft on Country-
side Dr. 

9:33 p.m. McPherson
Police took a report of

sexual assault on S.
Oak St. 

10:12 p.m. McPherson
Sheriff and Inman Po-
lice took a report and
made an arrest for do-
mestic violence on S.
Spruce St., Inman. 

McPherson Fire ad-
dressed a code enforce-
ment issue on Plaza
East Pl. 

McPherson Fire re-
sponded to a medical
emergency on Highland
Dr. 
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� Holiday catering and party-to-go options
� Open for catering and in-house events
� Can accommodate up to 80 for seating 
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A Thanksgiving meal was held
at the home of Bonnie Kaufman
for the Kettle Queens FCE on
Nov. 19.  Bonnie prepared a rack-
lette meal for seven members.
Roll call was “Tell Something Pos-
itive about the person to your
Right.”  The evening was spent
eating and visiting. 

Several reports were given
about past events.  On Oct. 25,
Bonnie Kaufman, area director,
held an Area Fall Event at the

West Zion Mennonite Church in
Moundridge.  A business meeting
was held and then eight lessons
for 2022 were given by various
members.  Seven of the Kettle
Queens assisted with this meeting
in various ways.  

The Canton Dizzy Dames served
light refreshments in the morning.

On Wednesday, Nov. 3, the Ket-
tle Queens arranged for Michelle
Claassen, PA with Partners in
Family Care Clinic, to speak after

the meal at the Moundridge Sen-
ior Center.  Michelle talked about
diabetes to the senior citizens and
seven members of the Kettle
Queens.  A poster about diabetes
was also displayed with leaflets
for people to take.

The next meeting of the Kettle
Queens will be on Thursday, Dec.
17, at the home of Nyla Stucky for
a Christmas party. 

- Submitted by Bonnie 
Kauffman

Kettle Queens celebrate Thanksgiving

INMAN—Anyone wishing to help others less for-
tunate during the holiday season can do so by pick-
ing up an ornament on the Giving Tree in the foyer
at Inman Elementary School.

Secretary Jennifer Carter said recipients are
based on staff recommendations. Items listed on
ornaments include clothes, shoes, toys and a $25
gift card to Cornerstone Market.

“We choose families that we see who could bene-
fit the most from needing just a little extra help
this time of year,” she said.

Carter said each recipient was sent home with a
letter seeking parental approval. Those who choose
to participate can fill out a form listing their chil-
dren’s clothing sizes or any other special needs
they might have. She said 19 students from 13
families were represented by ornaments on the
tree this year. Each ornament includes one item
for an anonymous recipient. Only Carter and Prin-
cipal Jo McFadden know the identities of the recip-
ients.

Carter said anyone could pick up an ornament or
two during school hours. Wrapped gifts should be
returned to the school by Friday, Dec. 17, and the
respective ornament should be taped to the top.

The school has had a Giving Tree more at least
10 years. Carter said members of community typi-
cally picked up each ornament and met every re-
quest. If some ornaments remain, the school seeks
assistance from outside agencies to meet the
needs.

“Very rarely do we have to ask for help for left-
over ornaments,” she said. “It’s just really exciting
to see the response from the community for this
program.”

Giving Tree seeks
benefactors at

Inman Elementary
BY BLAKE SPURNEY
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Main Street Mini-Main set for this week
Bring the kids to shop Main Street Mini Main

from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Dec. 4 at the McPherson Com-
munity Building, 122 E. Marlin.  A children shop-
ping experience for Pre-K through 5th grade. Elves
help kids shop. All items $10 and under. Free gift-
wrapping. Cookies and more! Volunteers are al-
ways needed.

MCPHERSON COUNTY EMERGENCY LOGS

Michelle Claassen, PA with Partners in Family Care Clinic, spoke to the Kettle Queens about diabetes during a recent meeting. 

The Public Works De-
partment is checking
things off their to-do
list and wrapping up
projects before the end
of the year. Director of
Public Works Jeff
Woodward says one big
project was recently
completed. 

“The Oak Harbor
Drainage improvement
project was completed
last week,” Woodward
said. “The final inlet
and the last 20' of pipe
will have to be installed
after the sewer project
is complete, as the
sewer runs directly
under the final inlet.” 

Three of the cottages
at Oak Harbor are near-
ing completion, as well.
Oak Harbor Cottages is
a project of the McPher-
son Housing Coalition.
The cottages will serve
as temporary, stable
housing for individuals

as they attempt to find
permanent housing. 

The Oak Street Alley
Sewer Project is now
underway. This project
was awarded to Middle-
creek Corporation out of
Peabody in the amount
of $213,942. To com-
plete the project Avenue
A will be closed between
Oak Street and Elm

Street. The closure is
expected to last approx-
imately 10 days. 

“We are excited to fi-
nally get this project
kicked off,” Woodward
said. “Avenue A will be
closed late today or
early tomorrow and will
remain closed for ap-
proximately 10 days.”

The Northgate

Drainage Project is also
moving forward. Wood-
ward says good progress
has been made in the
last week. The ADS
pipe installation and
tree removal in the area
continue. He says the
contractor plans to have
all the ADS pipes in-
stalled within the next
week. 

Public Works completing several projects
BY JESSIE WAGONER

NEWS-LEDGER

The Oak Harbor Drainage Project has been completed by the Public Works Department. The Oak
Street Alley Sewer Project.
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Find details at kpts.org 
or call 316-838-3090.

Grand Prize & Other Prizes Deadline: 
December 10, 2021

Scan Me To Enter Online.

        

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & Its Operating Companies, 
American Family Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
011780 – Rev. 6/18 ©2016 – 10979380

 Philip Havens, Agent 
 Phil Havens Agency, Inc. 
 118 N Ash St 
 Mcpherson, KS 67460 
 Bus: (620) 241-8601 

HERE TO PROTECT YOUR TODAY. 
HERE TO PROTECT YOUR TOMORROW. 

Protecting the things you’ve worked hard for today is an important step 
towards making your dreams for the future your reality. 

Let’s talk about your future plans, and how I can help you protect them.

221 S. Ash - McPherson
620-241-8303

Ken D. Cotton, DDS
Emily Wallis, RDH

Jennifer Alvord, RDH

A smile is the prettiest
thing you’ll ever wear.

In the original complaint filed by McPherson
County Attorney Greg Benefiel, Hunter was
charged with two counts of involuntary
manslaughter-DUI, one count of driving under the
influence, one count of driving while suspended
and one count of driving left of center. Involuntary
manslaughter-DUI is a level four-person felony,
which can result in a sentence of 38-172 months
imprisonment. 

Hunter is represented by Stephen W. Johnson.
He had previously filed a motion to quash and sup-
press the blood evidence in the case. The motion to
suppress was denied. 

The trial is expected to last at least four days. 

TRIAL
From Page 1

COVID
From Page 1

those who are vaccinated against severe disease
and death,” KDHE said. “The COVID-19 vaccine is
available for all individuals aged five years and
over. The vaccine booster dose is available for all
adults aged 18 and over. Boosters increase the
strength of your antibody response, so even if the
virus mutates, a boost makes it more likely that
your antibodies can prevent you from getting sick
or seriously ill, even with the new variant. If you
are six months past your second dose of the Pfizer
or Moderna vaccine or two months past your J&J
vaccine, get boosted now.” 

The McPherson County Health Department as
well as primary care providers throughout
McPherson have vaccines available. As of press
time, 51.6 percent of the eligible population of
McPherson County is fully vaccinated. 

The McPherson County Health Department has
not updated the COVID-19 Dashboard for the
county since Nov. 23. As of that date, there were
101 active cases of COVID-19 in the county. Of
those cases, four people were hospitalized with re-
mainder recovering at home. The county remains
at 98 deaths related to COVID-19.

McPHERSON — The city of McPherson on Dec.
14, will host an informational meeting highlighting
coming updates to the international codes, a group
of building safety codes developed by the Interna-
tional code council. The I-codes are the most widely
accepted, comprehensive set of model codes used in
the United States. 

The meeting will begin at 5:30 p.m. in the com-
mission room at the Municipal Center, 400 E.
Kansas Ave. There will be a presentation highlight-
ing the most significant changes to the code, fol-
lowed by a Q and A session.  For more information,
contact city of McPherson Building Inspector Ryan
Rank at 620-245-2535 or email ryanr@mcpcity.com.

Meeting Set for Code Update Discussion

trailer. A 30-foot tree is
quite heavy after all.

“I called BPU,” Engel
said. “And Lenny Swaim,
BPU Electric Metering &
Underground Supervi-
sor, brought a crane to
lift the tree onto the
trailer and then to lift it
into the base plate.”

Originally, Engel
thought about placing
the tree on the down-
town Plaza. It would be a
great location since three
other trees are located
there. However, with
such a short time period
to work with she knew
that wouldn’t be possible
for this year. So she
placed another call, this
time to Joni Regnier,
CVB director. 

“I called Joni and
asked about placing it
there, and she agreed it
would work,” Engel said.
“So the tree is now at
1111 E. Kansas.”

With all the phone
calls made and a plan in
place, on Tuesday morn-
ing Engel supervised as
everyone got to work.
The tree was successfully
cut down and moved to
the new location. Decora-
tions and lights were
hung, and it is now
ready for a community
tree lighting.

“It is a great represen-
tation of what we can ac-
complish when we all
work together,” Engel
said. “All of this has been
pulled together in less
than two weeks, after
Wayne first called me.”

Watching everything

fall into place has been a
rewarding experience,
and now Engel is ready
to celebrate with the
community. The commu-
nity Christmas tree
lighting will begin at
5:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 3,
at 1111 E. Kansas.
Regier and Carissa
Speck, director of the
museum, will provide
cider and cookies for the

tree lighting. McPherson
Main Street has also
hired Sounds of the
Heartland to sing at the
event.

Engel said she is hope-
ful this could be an an-
nual event, with the
possibility of locating a
large tree each year that
they could decorate but
not cut down.

“My ultimate goal

would be to purchase an
artificial tree of this size
for the Plaza area and
have a permanent loca-
tion,” Engel said. 

Until then, Engel and
community members can
enjoy the community
Christmas tree this year
and celebrate the spirit
of community, which
made it a reality.

TREE
From Page 1

BPU uses their crane to hoist the tree into its new location in front of the McPherson Museum
and the Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

“Grants would hardly
do it, but if we could do
that it would be fine,” he
said. “I think we are
going to have a major
fundraising campaign
and get the community
involved.”

Museum volunteers in-
stalled new lighting
Monday to welcome visi-
tors during the annual
Christmas in Inman Live
Nativity at Lambert
Park set from 6 to 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 11.

Santa Claus will greet

children, and there will
be cookies, hot chocolate,
and cider.

An Albany Sleigh re-
stored by Regehr lends a
festive touch to the mu-
seum’s lobby.

The gift is the gem of a
fleet of horse-drawn car-
riages Regehr has
loaned, including a strik-
ing James Cunningham,
Son and Co. hearse.

Regehr plans to begin
restoration work on a
child’s hearse and a Vic-
torian-era carriage this
winter.

He inherited the build-
ing knack from his fa-
ther, Arnold Regehr, who

was a carpenter. Regehr
taught himself to restore
old vehicles, because he
was drawn by their
craftsmanship.

The carriages could
fetch thousands at an
auction, but Regehr
chose to loan them to the
museum because of their
historic value. 

“You couldn’t afford to
hire anybody to do this
kind of stuff today,” he
said. “If we don’t keep it
and put it somewhere
people can enjoy it down
the road, it’s lost; it’s just
lost. People just don’t
have a use for them.”

Regehr, a member of

the museum’s advisory
committee said he hopes
the community will sup-
port their efforts to ex-
pand.

Vogel said fundraising
is always a challenge,
but big dreams and hard
work have kept the mu-
seum developing for
decades.

“We’ll just keep grow-
ing, because if you don’t
keep growing, you're
dead,” he said. “Busi-
nesses that stop growing
are gone. Plants that
stop growing, they die.
So you have to keep
growing—and be bigger
and be better.”

PLANS
From Page 1

MINDY KEPFIELD/NEWS-LEDGER
Ron Regehr points out the wicker detailing on a Victorian-era carriage Sunday in his workshop near Inman. He plans to restore
the horse-drawn buggy this winter.
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puzzles
and

other
fun

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Dig deep into matters of the
heart this week, Aries. Explore
ways to nurture a relationship
or push it to the next level.
Don’t hold back on love.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
You may rediscover your love
for a good book this week, Tau-
rus. Ask others what they’re
into and peruse the best-sellers
lists for even more inspiration.  
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, you often trust your in-
stincts regarding money, but
this week you’ll be even more in
tune with your finances. Your
income could increase soon.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, some shake-ups at
work could be on the horizon.
Right now there’s no telling
what will happen, but prepara-
tion can ensure you’re ready for
whatever comes your way.
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, if you have been thinking
about changing jobs or taking
up a new profession, now is the
time to lay that groundwork. A
new opportunity could surprise
you.
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, radical changes to your
life are just around the corner.
A big move or career change
will shake things up for you and
anyone in your household.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Someone connected to your job
may be doing things you don’t
agree with, Libra. It’s a sticky
situation that requires pa-
tience, finesse and caution. 
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, channel much of your
energy this into making solid
partnerships this week. This
way you can call on your net-
work whenever you need advice
or a helping hand.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, research opportuni-
ties for a new business opportu-
nity or promotion at your
current place of employment.
Now is a great time to take the
next step in your career.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, a midweek burst of
energy makes a project you
have been working on suddenly
seem like a piece of cake. Enjoy
the fruits your labors.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Repairs around the house may
be on your mind, Aquarius.
Once you tackle these issues,
you can focus on more recre-
ational tasks. Enjoy the well-
deserved R&R.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, creative project could
take up much of your time this
week. You’ll be so caught up
that the real world may pass
you by for a bit.

Horoscopes

ANSWERS TO ALL THE PUZZLES ARE ON PAGE 9

tommy@t l

p
OUTDATED PHONE SYSTEM? 

TIRED OF DROPPED CALLS
and lost memos?

CONTACT US
TO SEE WHAT 
WE CAN DO
FOR YOU!

Tommy Hornbeck
Computer Support Specialist

tommy@translationtechservice.com
620-869-1280

T E C H N O L O G Y  D O E S N ’ T  H A V E  T O  B E  C O N F U S I N G .

www.translationtechservice.com

ACROSS
1. Pilgrim’s destination
6. Make a scene
9. Rubik’s puzzle
13. Hawaii environs
14. Toothy fish
15. Cone-shaped
dwelling
16. White Swan in
“Swan Lake” ballerina
17. ____-Wan Kenobi
18. *Decorate with
wreaths and holly, e.g.
19. *Either dessert or
source of heat (2 words)
21. *____ Day, or second
day of Christmastide
23. Land parcel
24. Strauss of denim
fame
25. Broadband access
overseer, acr.
28. Clarified butter
30. Acute one and ob-
tuse one
35. Southeastern Asian
country
37. Jouster’s breastplate
39. Shrewdness
40. Caspian basin river
41. *Pasadena’s Tourna-
ment of ____
43. Tel ____, Israel
44. Native American
emblem
46. “Why not?”
47. Hitchhiker’s quest
48. Omits when speak-
ing
50. Hard to find
52. Bear’s winter quar-
ters
53. Hoodwink
55. Scepter’s partner
57. *Number of days in
Christmastide
60. *”Ugly” holiday
party garb?
64. Prepare a letter
65. “Bingo!”
67. Hunger for
68. Pass-the-baton race
69. *Cranberry sauce
sometimes comes from it
70. Same as tori
71. Raise the roof
72. German river
73. Stall sound

DOWN
1. Whiny and miserable

2. Shade of beige
3. Finish a ceiling, to a
plasterer
4. Marlboro alternative
5. Not digital
6. Bug-eyed
7. Not Uber
8. Social group
9. Ghana monetary unit
10. Second word of
many fairytales
11. Cause of Titanic’s
demise
12. Poetic “even”
15. Burdensome
20. Not this or that
22. Lab eggs
24. Time off

25. *Champagne holder
26. *Wassailing compo-
sition
27. Raccoon’s South
American cousin
29. Feeling of superior-
ity, pl.
31. ____ gum, food addi-
tive
32. Furiously angry
33. Exclude or omit
34. *Number of candles
in kinara, Kwanzaa
36. *Troika vehicle
38. “Will be,” according
to Doris
42. Asian goat antelope
45. Potpourri

49. Chevy Suburban,
e.g.
51. Builds
54. *Popular holiday
wish
56. Munchausen’s title
57. *Bedecked arbor
58. Shakespeare, to his
friends?
59. And others, for short
60. Minus
61. Tropical edible root
62. Anon’s partner
63. Take a load off
64. Like some humor
66. *Traditional main
holiday dish

THEME: HAPPY
HOLIDAYS



Page 6          mcphersonnews.com News-Ledger        December 2, 2021OPINION

WRITE: Letters to the editor,
McPherson News-Ledger

E-MAIL: editor@mcpherson-
weeklynews.com

We welcome letters of general
interest to the community and re-
serve the right to edit for clarifica-
tion or length. Letters should be
fewer than 400 words, and writers
are limited to one letter every
other week. Letters are due by
noon on Monday before publica-
tion and must be signed with the
writer’s name, address and phone
number for verification purposes.
Only the name and hometown will
be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish open or
anonymous letters or letters
printed elsewhere. Sometimes,
due to volume, letters may need to
hold although this is not normally
the case. 

LETTERS POLICY

Ihave a huge confession, I’m
not a holiday fan. Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas, Easter, I could

do without them all. Ever since
my mom died 15 years ago, I’ve
just tried to avoid them at all
costs. Once I had children, I at-
tempted to make them more en-
joyable, but they just aren’t my
thing. Birthdays, heck yes, I can
throw one heck of a birthday cele-
bration, but other holidays I’d
prefer to just skip. 

But this year, I’m forcing my-
self to make this the best Christ-
mas ever at our house. I have this
fear that this will be my last
Christmas and I want my kids to
remember it as a great one. While
I feel good right now, I continue
to watch the other people on dial-
ysis die off around me. It is a
tough crowd to run with. Small
things take us out. An infected
tooth and a simple cold did in two
of my dialysis friends in the last
month. I have to be realistic. The
odds are not in my favor. So,
Christmas planning it is. 

I actually broke down and
bought a huge Christmas tree for
the house. We have only had a
pathetically small tree for the last
several years. Sylas K was home
for a visit this weekend so we got
it all decorated. Selah J squealed
with delight every single time she
put an ornament on the tree. She
has spent the last two evenings
laying underneath it to play with
her toys and look at books. 

I’ve got fun Christmas activities
planned for us for each weekend
leading up to the big day. We are
going on the Christmas Light
Tour, going to visit Santa and
even going to see the Nutcracker
Ballet. All things I usually avoid,
but thought I’d try to do this year.
I even have a Grinch night
planned with special green treats.
I don’t know who I have become,
but if I happen to survive this,
I’m setting quite a precedent to
live up to in coming years. 

I have even brought back a cou-
ple of my Christmas traditions
from when Sylas K was little. One
of his favorite things was getting
to open presents, obviously. So, I
started wrapping up Christmas or
winter books, 25 in total. Each
night, he would unwrap one of
the presents and we would read
the story together. He actually
helped me wrap the books this
weekend so I could share the tra-
dition with Selah, this year. I’m
sure she will love it as much as
he did. 

What traditions do you have
surrounding Christmas? I’d love
to come up with a few other fun
things to do with the kids this
year, but I’m having a hard time
thinking of something new.
Please share and help me make
this the best Christmas ever at
our house!

Jessie Wagoner is the managing
editor of the McPherson News-

Ledger and single mama to Sylas
K and Selah J. She can be 

contacted at 
jessie@mcphersonweeklynews.com

THEN WE LAUGHED

JESSIE WAGONER

Planning
the best

Christmas
ever

As a sprawling bill encompassing both farm subsidies and food assistance programs, the U.S. Farm Bill could be an acrid affair, even when Con-
gress was far less divided. Throw global politics and trade into the mix a year before the 2024 presidential election, and the bill could be in peril.

Staring at the two deer
mounts on our living
room wall, and the fact

that Kansas deer rifles sea-
son opens this week, brought
back memories of the hunts
when we harvested those
two deer and also memories
of the process of getting
them mounted. Both deer
came from ground farmed by
my wife’s family in south-
western KS. 

The very nice nine-point
whitetail was my wife’s first
buck, and the dandy ten-
point mule deer was my first
big buck, so we decided to
spend the money to have
them both mounted. Imme-
diately after we got home
that year, I took both the
heads to a taxidermist,
thinking that was the end of
our responsibility. Not so
and let me see if I can ex-
plain the process.

When a taxidermist re-
ceives an animal or fish, the
first step is removing the
skin so it can be tanned or
processed. With deer, the
meat processing plant or the
hunter removes the head
from the animal, along with
the hide down past the
shoulders; this hide is known
as the “cape.” 

The head and the cape are
then taken to the taxider-
mist. The taxidermist care-
fully skins out the head,
removes the top of the skull
with both antlers intact, tags
and stores the antlers and
sends the cape to be tanned.
That tanned cape, with the
corresponding antlers, is
eventually fitted over a form
made from a hard foam ma-
terial. 

This form ultimately de-
termines the “pose” of the
finished mount. Note; if hav-
ing you animal processed at

a commercial processing
plant, MAKE CERTAIN to
tell them to cape-out the
head so you have enough
hide for the mount, other-
wise they will cut the skin
way too short for the taxider-
mist.

Next step is choosing how
you want you deer head
“posed.” I felt like I was at a
portrait studio trying to
choose final pictures for the
church directory. Without
thinking, I assumed our only
choice was to have both deer
looking away from the wall!
Not so! 

There are four basic
“poses” or positions, and sev-
eral variations of each. They
all center around the state of
alertness you want the ani-
mal to replicate, and the di-
rection you want it looking.
The first of the four basic po-
sitions poses the head ex-
tremely low with ears laid
back as if the buck were
sneaking. 

The subsequent three each
raise the head higher until
the final basic view shows
the deer on “full alert” and
ready to bolt. The look we
chose shows our bucks with
upright heads, but not star-
tled and one looking each di-
rection, as if at each other.

Another option to an ex-
pensive full-shoulder mount
is simply having the antlers

mounted on a nice plaque.
Few taxidermists will do this
anymore, but kits are avail-
able for you to do it yourself.
In my office hangs a nice
heavy set of antlers from a
buck I found dead on our
Ohio farm when I was a kid.
A third option that has be-
come very popular of late is
called a “European Mount”
which consists of the bare
skull with the antlers at-
tached. These can be deco-
rated or painted for a unique
look. 

A couple years ago, I gave
my sister a nice European
Mounted rack from a buck I
harvested on her property.
Her home décor is western
and southwest, so I mounted
it on a weathered piece of
barnwood and hung some old
rusty barbed wire on its
antlers.

Here are some things to
consider when deciding
whether or not to have a fish
or animal mounted. Trophies
do not have to be determined
by size alone. 

Unusual shapes and colors
of fish and animals can
make them memorable. The
situation surrounding the
catch or hunt may be worthy
also, like a son’s first turkey,
or in our case, my wife’s first
buck, which was also har-
vested on her uncle’s land.
Good quality pictures are
very important too. Who
knows, maybe a picture will
be your trophy. 

A classy plaque sporting a
good picture makes a very
attractive memento.

The mount’s “final resting
place” in your home should
absolutely be defined and
agreed upon by harvester
and spouse. This issue has
been the source of much con-
flict between mates over the

years. Hopefully your signifi-
cant other has their priori-
ties right and sees it your
way! 

Cost is also a factor. While
I realize a price cannot be
put on everything, think rea-
sonably. Shoulder mounts,
which are the most popular,
are costing above $600 now.
I found out many taxider-
mists no longer do simple
antler mounts, but the one
that do charge around $150,
or you can buy the DYI kit
for only a few bucks. There
are a few guys around who
do European mounts, which
will cost around $100. 

Selecting which wildlife
artist to trust with your
prize is the final step. Rec-
ommendations from other
sportsmen are probably the
best litmus tests of all. Look
at work done by those you’re
considering, even visit them
at their shops. 

They will gladly spend
time with you, because they
are fellow outdoorsmen and
understand how important
this decision is.

We didn’t choose to have
our deer mounted merely to
brag about them or our skills
(although I could hardly wait
for my brother to see them.)
Each time we look at these
awesome examples of God’s
creation, we want to be able
to close our eyes and watch
again the scenes of the hunt
unfold around us; to sense
the exhilaration as we wait
for each buck to give us just
that “right” shot; to feel
anew the pride and gratitude
for the opportunity we had
been given…Continue to Ex-
plore Kansas Outdoors!

Steve can be contacted by
email at

stevenrgilliland@gmail.com.

Gilliland makes a trip to the taxidermist

EXPLORE KANSAS OUTDOORS

STEVE GILLILAND

Family life is hectic as
schedules fill with holi-
day events at school,

work, and church, yet this is
a season to reflect as we
gather with those we love.

At our recent gathering,
our son and his daughter
spent time looking through
heritage albums filled with
photos and stories of our an-
cestors. I loved listening as
our son identified people and
put life into perspective by
explaining what was hap-
pening in the world at the
time each photo was taken.
If I hadn’t been elbow-deep
in a turkey carcass, I
would’ve joined their conver-
sation. You see, I’m passion-
ate about generational
storytelling and I believe
knowing one’s family stories
makes history come alive for
children. 

I loved my granddaugh-
ter’s enthusiasm, so not long
after the leftovers were gone,
I began delving into history
from her great grandfather’s
perspective. You may have
seen social media posts
about life for those who were
born in 1900. Well, my dad
was born in 1922.  

WWI (1914-1918) and the

Spanish Flu epidemic (1918-
1920) happened shortly be-
fore he was born, resulting
in millions of deaths world-
wide. Daddy and his three
sisters (one older; two
younger) lived with their
parents on a small farm in
what is now West Des
Moines, Iowa. Life was sim-
ple and hard work was the
norm.

My dad was 7 years old
when the stock market col-
lapsed (1929); that global
economic crisis continued
until he was 11 (1933).
There was no welfare, nor
were there food stamps. No
stimulus checks offered. Peo-
ple lived frugally, helped one
another, and took one day at
a time. Some lost their
homes, farms, and busi-

nesses. Others died of star-
vation…or despair. It was a
devastating era for a young
Iowa farm boy.

On the other side of the
world, Nazis came into
power (1933) and soon WWII
raged. America was pulled
into that conflict (1939-1945)
resulting in the deaths of
millions. Millions more were
killed in The Holocaust. Dad
was 23.

It’s too late to ask him
now, but oh, how I wish I
knew what my dad thought
about life, to know his per-
spective.

Daddy was a 30-year-old
newlywed, Iowa farmer
when the Korean War began
(1952), resulting in another
five million fatalities. 

The Vietnam War was al-
ready underway (1955) and
the world was on the brink
of war due to the Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis (1962). Mass anni-
hilation was averted yet the
war in Vietnam was a con-
stant conflict for twenty
years (1955-1975); from the
time my dad was 33 until he
was 53. Four million people
lost their lives including his
own brother-in-law, my
Uncle Jim who was just a

few years older than his 14-
year-old niece. That cer-
tainly impacted me! 

War is ugly! Scars remain!
Survivors suffered long after
returning home. Some still
do. 

Reflecting on my dad’s life-
time was an adventure. He
lived through hard times yet
we call that era ‘the good old
days’ and somehow we be-
lieve ‘they’ had it easy com-
pared to what we face.
Right? 

Just look at us! A nation of
massive political unrest, a
divided country in somewhat
of a leadership vacuum. Vio-
lence runs rampant and is
often applauded. Hot spots
exist globally with smaller
(but no less deadly) conflicts
in American cities. Opioids
claim daily victims. Abuse is
acceptable, though – really –
it’s not! Widespread disre-
spect for others - especially
those in authority - trickles
down to classrooms even in
small town America. A
global pandemic results in
vaccination wars. Small
businesses close every day.
Responsibility is a thing of

Perspective is a gift as a grandparent

GRANDPARENTING

ELAINE MCALLISTER

See COLUMN / 7
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New Life
Foursquare

Church
811 N Ash St., 

McPherson
620-241-7771

Pastor Steve and Cari Gowin

Sunday 10AM

To add your house of worship to this directory, contact 
Marketing Dude Bruce Behymer 

at bruce@kspublishingventures.com.

312 E. Center, 
Inman, KS

620-712-1940
www.inmanfh.com

Locally Owned ❖ 20 Years Experience

INMAN
Funeral Home

Athena Johnson, Owner

Comfort & 
Guidance

Comfort & 
Guidance

In times of grief, making difficult decisions can be 
overwhelming. We are here to help with complete 
funeral planning services to respectfully celebrate 

the life of your loved one.

the past. People don’t
want to work and those
who do risk losing jobs if
they don’t get a shot.
What a mess! Life some-
times sucks. It’s hard,
but life was hard for our
ancestors, too.  

Consider this! Life
happens 24/7 before our
eyes. We have a front-
row seat to tragedy
thanks to the Internet
and news media. I won-
der if my dad (and oth-
ers) survived more
gracefully because life
wasn’t continually in his
face.

There’s a fine line be-

tween sticking our heads
in the sand (limiting 24/7
commentary) and pro-
tecting our own mental
health. During this sea-
son, I hope you take time
to reflect. Learn to cele-
brate life one day at a
time in 2022…as if it
was 1922. If you’ve ac-
quired a not-so-positive
perspective, make some
changes.

Perspective is a gift
you give yourself, but it’s
also a gift you share with
others!

Elaine McAllisteris a
devoted grandmother and

accomplished local au-
thor. You can reach her

via her website at
www.elainemcallister.com

COLUMN
From Page 6

Mary Theresa (Parisse) Davis went to Heaven on
Nov. 29, 2021.

Mary was born to Eugene and Helen (Cotchi)
Parisse on July 13, 1950, being the fourth in line of
seven sisters and five brothers. She was brought up
in the Catholic Faith and raised in Kansas City, Mo.
She continued her love of God and the Gospel. She
would find love and matrimony with Harold D. Davis
on October of 1971.

Harold and Mary lived in various places from Cali-
fornia to Missouri, to McPherson, Kan., and eventu-
ally Manhattan, Kan.

Married for almost 51 years, Harold and Mary
were blessed with three sons, Duane (Tammy) Davis,
Leon (Jenn) Davis, and Cory (Keli) Davis, while also
being blessed with six grandchildren, Aaron, Alex,
Bella, Ryan, Kyle and Caleb.

Mary was very family oriented, and her family was
her life. She loved to cook and have family dinners.
She was saved and lived every day with faith while
being the heart of her family. She was the ultimate
hostess, always wanting everyone to be comfortable
and full and always offering refreshments and her
"famous dip."

She often made quilts for her nieces, nephews,
grandchildre, and her sons. She was a beacon of love
for God and her family.

Preceding Mary in death were her brother, Paul;
her mother, Helen in 2008; her brother, Joseph in
2012; and her father, Eugene Parisse in 2015.

Mary is survived by her husband, Harold; three
sons, Duane (Tammy) Davis in Manhattan, Kan.,
Leon (Jenn) Davis of Manhattan, Kan., and Cory
(Keli) Davis of McPherson, Kan.; six grandchildren,
Aaron, Alex, Bella, Ryan, Kyle and Caleb; siblings,
Gene Parisse of Springfield, Mo., Helen (Joe)
McHendry of Virginia Beach, W.V., Mike Parisse,
Rose Parisse, and Daniel Parisse, all of Overland
Park, Kan., Mark (Vicky) Parisse of North Kansas
City, Mo., Margaret (David) Acker of Waycross, Ga.,
Cathy (John) O'Connor of Kansas City, Mo.; Clara
(Jim) Beavers of Lee's Summit, Mo.; Maria (Mark)
Rezac of Kansas City, Kan.; Annette (John) VanDe-
Berghe of Lenexa, Kan.; and 87 nieces and nephews.

Mary had been sick for the better part of a year. At
the age of 71, she died at Via Christi Village, Man-
hattan, with Alara Hospice and surrounded by love
and visits from her family. Her husband, Harold,
never left her ailing bedside.

The family will receive friends from 10 a.m. until
noon on Thursday, Dec. 2, at Zion Church of God in
Christ, Mennonite (Inman, Kan.). The funeral service
will be held at 2 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 2, at the
church. Burial will follow at Zion Church Cemetery.

Memorial donations may be given to Smoky Hills
Church of God in Christ, Mennonite (Windom, Kan.)
in care of Stockham Family Funeral Home, 205
North Chestnut, McPherson, KS, 67460. Personal
condolences may be sent to the family at www.stock-
hamfamily.com.

MARY THERESA DAVIS

Meroe Ann Graber, 92, of Moundridge, passed away
Monday, Nov. 29, 2021, at Pine Village.  She was
born Jan. 9, 1929, in McPherson, the daughter of
Arthur and Alvina (Schrag) Krehbiel.

She graduated from McPherson High School.
Meroe was united in marriage to Harry E. Graber

on Nov. 24, 1949, at Eden Mennonite Church.  
She was a member of Eden Mennonite Church in

Moundridge, where she was active in the Dorcas Soci-
ety.  Meroe and Harry assisted with the Mennonite
Disaster Service and the MCC sale for many years.
They also served in 1W Service in Colorado.

Meroe and her sister-in-law, Vera Krehbiel, pur-
chased the fabric store from Alvina Krehbiel and be-
came co-owners and operators of Family Needs and
Notions in Moundridge.  She was a devoted home-
maker and farmer’s wife.

She is survived by her daughter, Janice (Joe) Yoder
of McPherson; eight grandchildren, Philip (Jeannie
Roberts) Huff, Regina Kagle, Dustin (Amanda) Huff,
Amanda (Chris) Kagle, Stacey Neufeldt, Steven
Neufeldt, Yvonne Graber and Yulonda (Mark) Hart-
man; 22 great-grandchildren; one great-great-grand-
daughter and brother, Kerry (Nancy) Krehbiel of
Hesston.

Meroe was preceded in death by her husband,
Harry Graber; parents, Arthur and Alvina Krehbiel;
son, Michael Graber; grandson, Luis Graber; four
brothers, Arlan, Arthur, Don and Gene Krehbiel and
sister, Anita Buterbaugh.

Funeral services will be held at 10:30 a.m., Thurs-
day, Dec. 2, at Eden Mennonite Church, with burial
following in the church cemetery.  Friends called from
3-8 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 1, at Moundridge Funeral
Home, with family greeting friends from 6-8 p.m.
Memorial contributions may be made to Pine Village
or Good Shepherd Hospice, in care of Moundridge Fu-
neral Home, P.O. Box 410, Moundridge, Kan., 67107.

MEROE ANN GRABER

SueVaun Michelle Alli-
son, 39, of Goose Creek,
S.C., and formerly of
McPherson, entered her
heavenly home on Tuesday,
Nov. 23, 2021, with family
by her side at her home in
South Carolina.   She was a
homemaker, artist and
health coach.

SueVaun was born May
22, 1982, in McPherson,
the daughter of Keith and Jeanette (Unruh) Koehn.
As a young girl, she attended Sugar Creek School in
Galva.

On Feb. 7, 2009, she was united in marriage to
Joshua D. Allison in McPherson.

Survivors include her husband, Josh; four children,
Wyatt, Olivia, Bodie and Lillian; parents, Keith and
Jeanette Koehn of Fruitland, Idaho; father-in-law and
mother-in law, Denny and Helen Allison of McPher-
son; brother, Lyndell (Vienna) Koehn of Fruitland,
Idaho; sister, Mishana (Dallas) Koehn of Hawkeye,
Iowa; grandparents,  Eugene and Salome Unruh of
Moundridge and many extended family and friends.

She was preceded in death by a daughter, Elizabeth
Deane Allison, and grandparents, Dale and Dorothy
Koehn.

The family will receive friends from 5-7 p.m.,
Thursday, Dec. 2, at the First United Methodist
Church, McPherson.  The funeral service will be held
at 2 p.m., Friday, Dec. 3, at First United Methodist
Church with Rev. Rodney Richard officiating.  Burial
will follow at McPherson Cemetery.

Memorial donations may be given for the children’s
education fund (payable to Josh Allison), in care of
Stockham Family Funeral Home, 205 N. Chestnut,
McPherson, Kan., 67460. Personal condolences may
be sent to the family at www.stockhamfamily.com.

SUEVAUN MICHELLE ALLISON

OBITUARIES

The McPherson Opera House welcomes contempo-
rary Christian trio Selah on Saturday, Dec. 4 at 7:30
p.m. With unmatched talent, a passion for ministry
and a deep love for the church, Selah breathes new
life into timeless Christmas classics we all know
and love.

With more than half a billion streams, over 4 mil-
lion albums sold and eight GMA Dove Awards to
their credit, Selah’s Allan Hall, Amy Perry and
Todd Smith have earned a reputation for not only
delivering compelling new anthems but also for re-
viving great hymns of faith. With their soaring har-
monies and distinctive lead vocals, they have
breathed new life into timeless musical treasures
that have ministered to believers for generations.
They have also populated culture with such endur-
ing hits as “Press On,” “Wonderful, Merciful Savior,”
“You Raise Me Up,” “Hope of the Broken World” and
“All My Praise.”

For tickets, visit McPhersonOperaHouse.org or
call the box office at 620-241-1952.

Selah to perform at the
McPherson Opera House

Selah, a contemporary Christian trio will perform at the
McPherson Opera House at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 4

During the most recent McPher-
son BPU Board meeting the board
of directors voted to bring forward
several changes to board meeting
participation policies and proce-
dures. The changes needed ap-
proval from the city commission to
take effect. Monday morning, the
McPherson City Commission
placed their stamp of approval on
the requested changes. 

Jeff Houston, who serves as city
attorney and BPU attorney, pre-
sented Charter Ordinance 47 to
the commission. He explained the
needed changes came out of ensur-
ing meeting can continue to occur,
even if board members need to at-
tend remotely due to COVID. The
original ordinance governing board
meeting participation did not in-

clude participation by phone or
video conferencing, which has now
become a regular occurrence for
nearly all governmental agencies. 

The commission approved the
new ordinance as presented. The
ordinance will be published for
public viewing and if no protests
are filed it will take effect in ap-
proximately 60 days. 

City Administrator Nick Gre-
gory presented a motion to the
commission to raise the maximum
spending authority for department
heads from $1,000 to $1,500 with-
out commission approval being re-
quired. 

“Since 2008, the maximum au-
thority permitted for any expense
without receiving formal approval
from the McPherson Governing
Body has been $1,000,” Gregory
said. “Since that time, inflation
and costs have seen significant in-

creases. It was discussed moving
that maximum spending authority
amount to $1,500.  Eventually,
this will be incorporated in an
overhaul of the city of McPherson's
purchasing policies, but for the
time being, the city attorney has
advised that simple motion would
cause this change to take effect.” 

The commission approved the
request. They also approved a mo-
tion to move the maximum travel
costs per employee for work-re-
lated travel without approval by
the commission from $500 to
$1,000 per person per travel re-
quest.   

In other business the commis-
sion: 

- Approved wages and bonds.
- Approved the enhanced cereal

malt beverage licenses for The Vil-
lage Geek and Walgreens.

BY JESSIE WAGONER
NEWS-LEDGER

City of McPherson approves
changes to BPU ordinance



The November meet-
ing of the Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) for
USD-448 moved from
the usual third Monday
to the fourth Monday,
Nov. 22, at the district
office.  Unlike at recent
meetings, there were no
patron comments. 

The BOE continued to
hear information about
ways to improve the
lower-than-desired aver-
age ACT scores earned
by Inman High School
students. This came as a
request from Janell Har-
man, board president, at
the September meeting.
At the October BOE
meeting, Jo McFadden,
principal of Inman Ele-
mentary School (IES)
presented how she and
the teachers at IES are
working to identify text-
books that use consis-
tent terminology and
practices for that subject
matter over several
grade levels to improve
learning outcomes by
students. 

Tyler Weinbrenner,
high school principal,
presented what is being
done at the Inman Jun-
ior/Senior High School
(JH/HS) at this meeting. 

He stated, “We are fo-
cusing on instructional
practices with the goal
of reducing instructional
variability between
classrooms. We are
using the 12 Touch-
stones of Good Teaching
by McREL International
as a guide for this
process.” 

According to its web-
site, www.mcrel.org,
“McREL delivers evi-
dence-based processes,
programs, and profes-
sional learning to
schools, districts and ed-
ucation service agencies
to drive quick wins and
long-term school im-
provement and innova-
tion.” Its goal is to “…
help principals, school
supervisors, superin-
tendents, and other edu-
cation leaders respond to
their current and emerg-
ing needs to improve in-
structional practice,
increase student expec-
tations and achievement
and promote school and
system effectiveness.”

“During the Nov. 22,
2021, staff development
day, teachers were able
to spend time reflecting
on the 12 touchstones
and identifying evidence
within their individual
classrooms,” Weinbren-
ner reported. Small and
large group discussions
followed the discussion. 

Weinbrenner contin-
ued, “In February,
McREL will be sending a
representative on site to
guide us through some

follow up professional
development. I am ex-
cited about this
process because research
and best practice tell us
that challenging, engag-
ing and intentional in-
struction are at the core
of great systems. I also
believe it is essential
that any organization
continually looks for
ways to grow and im-
prove.”

A discussion impor-
tant for the future up-
grades to facilities was
the interviewing of three
companies for the con-
tract to become the Con-
struction Manager at
Risk (CMAR) to guide
the district through the
bond election in spring
2022. 

According to Scott
Friesen, district superin-
tendent, “In the past
year, patrons have
shared with BOE mem-
bers and the administra-
tion their desire to see
another bond issue put
forth to fund improve-
ments to our outdoor
athletic facilities and
greenhouse. These pa-
trons have also stated
their willingness to par-
ticipate in the effort to
pass the bond. Because
of these patrons, and our
own commitment to sup-
porting the opportuni-
ties of our students
while being fiscally re-
sponsible, the board
tonight began the
process of determining
the best path forward.”

The district, like most
districts in Kansas, pre-
viously followed the tra-
ditional path for facility
construction projects:
get a design, pass a bond
election, hire a contrac-
tor and build the project.
Since 2015, the state of
Kansas has allowed dis-
tricts to pursue the hir-
ing of a Construction
Management At-Risk to
plan the construction be-
fore the bond election.
This is permitted
through Kansas Unified
School District Alterna-
tive Project Delivery
Building Construction
Procurement Act, Sec-
tions 9 through 14 of
Chapter 148, 2008 KAN.
SESS. LAWS and House
Bill 2267, July 1, 2015.

This process allows
the district to hire a con-
tractor and other service
providers to design all
aspects of the project be-
fore bond funding is ob-
tained. A “construction
management at-risk
contract means the con-
tract whereby the board
acquires from a con-
struction manager or
general contractor a se-
ries of preconstruction
services and an at-risk
financial obligation to
carry out construction
under a specified cost

agreement”
(https://www.ksrevisor.o
rg/statutes/chapters/ch7
2/072_011_0053.html). 

Of the responses to
the district’s Request for
Statement of Qualifica-
tion to Provide Con-
struction Management
At-Risk Services in Oc-
tober 2021, three compa-
nies were interviewed:
Dondlinger Construction
of Wichita, DCS Services
of Wichita, and Hutton,
with offices in McPher-
son and around Kansas.
After the interviews, the
board approved Hutton
to be the CMAR. 

According to Friesen,
“By selecting our Con-
struction Management
firm first, we will have
more specific and real-
time pricing when budg-
eting the project. This
will increase the accu-
racy of our estimates
over previous bond proj-
ect estimates, and allow
us to reduce the amount
that we have had to
carry in the past for un-
knowns. It allows us to
answer confidently why
we made the decisions
we made. Hutton will co-
ordinate the subcontrac-
tors’ bidding of the
project and is committed
to utilizing local subcon-
tractors when feasible.
It will also act as the
general contractor for
the project and is re-
sponsible for coordinat-
ing the work on site, and
quality control.”

He continued, “It will
also provide top-notch
pre-bond marketing and
post-bond services. A
primary reason we chose
the CMAR delivery
method is that the con-
struction manager as-
sumes the “risk” of the
project. This means that
once the pricing is com-
plete, the guaranteed
maximum price will be
set for the project. If our
project comes in under
budget, 100 percent of
savings would be re-
turned to the district,
but the district is not re-
sponsible for any cost
overages.”

In a later communica-
tion, Friesen invited in-
terested persons to help
share project details and
answer questions. With
a transparent process,
the public will have
more opportunities to

understand on what
they are voting, how it
will impact them and
the scope of the bond
project. Anyone inter-
ested in being a part of
the community commit-
tee or helping in any
other way can contact
Friesen at the USD-448
office or reach out to any
board member. Their
email addresses are
found at
www.usd448.com/vnews/
display.v/SEC/BOE/Dis-
trict info in a PDF docu-
ment.  

At the October 2021
meeting, the board dis-
cussed the lease for the
land south of Farming-
ton Rd. that is owned by
the district. It had been
under lease for growing
crops suitable for baling
as hay for many years,
and the board decided
not to renew the current
lease. Sealed bids for
this cash farm lease for
brome hay production
will be taken at the dis-
trict office until 1 p.m.
on Friday, Dec. 17. The
individual or organiza-
tion that places the
highest responsible bid

will receive the lease for
one year with the possi-
bility of extensions. In-
terested parties should
contact the district at
620-585-6441, ext. 0, for
information. 

The district will be
discussing the current
contract for technical
services over the next
several months. The cur-
rent contract expires in
May 2022. Current and
future needs for infor-
mation technology and
similar services are im-
portant because most
students use tablets and
other devices as part of
their daily learning
processes. Faculty and
staff have additional

needs for data analysis
and record storage. 

As usual, the board
went into executive ses-
sion to discuss personnel
matters. Resignations
were received from Jana
McIver, assistant cook;
Ruth Sisson, part-time
afternoon secretary at
IES and Shannon Mal-
one, title para. To fill the
opening at IES, current
IES part-time morning
secretary, Jennifer
Carter, will transition to
being the full-time secre-
tary. 

The December BOE
meeting is expected to
be held on Dec. 20, at
the district offices, 119
S. Main St., Inman.
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Plus taxes. Qualifying AT&T wireless  
svc req'd. Incl 350GB/mo. data allowance.  

Overage chgs apply. 
See below for details.

Fixed Wireless Internet for

$5999
MO.

Fixed Wireless Internet is a high-speed Internet access service providing download speed of at least 10Mbps/1Mbps upload speed. Available in select areas in the U.S. only.

 *Lifeline is a government assistance program which provides eligible low-income subscribers an opportunity to receive a discount on certain monthly telephone or internet 
services. The discounted service is nontransferable, only eligible consumers may enroll in the program, and the program is limited to one discounted service per household.

$59.99 Fixed Wireless Internet Offer: Pricing for residential customers only when bundled w/ qualifying postpaid AT&T wireless plan with a minimum monthly data allowance 
of 1GB. Must maintain qualifying bundled services to receive advertised pricing. Req�s installation of AT&T outdoor antenna and indoor residential gateway. $99 installation fee 
applies. Overage charges: Plan includes 350GB data allowance per month. $10 per 50GB of additional data up to a maximum of $200 per month. All data allowances, including 
overages, must be used in billing period in which allowance is provided. If service is canceled, must return residential gateway to AT&T within 21 days or pay $150 equipment 
non-return fee. Equipment non-return fee will be refunded if residential gateway is returned within 90 days of cancellation.

General Services Terms: Subject to Fixed Wireless Terms of Service (att.com/fixedwirelessterms). Services are not for resale. Credit approval, other charges & deposit (or 
Advanced Payment) may apply. Other monthly charges: Include taxes, federal & state universal service charges, Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.50), gross receipts 
surcharge, Administrative Fee ($1.99) & other fees which are not government-required charges. See att.com/mobilityfees for details. Pricing, promotions & terms subject to 
change & may be modified or terminated at any time without notice. Coverage & service not available everywhere. Other restrictions apply & may result in service termination. 
For more information about Fixed Wireless Internet, go to att.com/broadbandinfo. Fixed Wireless Internet is also available for Business. Please call 855.930.0098 for rates and 
plans available for Business. ©2021 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo, and all other marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual 
Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

 Fast speed.

Get  
Surf, stream & download with the speed 
you need at the price you want.

Individuals eligible to participate in the government�s Lifeline program may qualify to  
receive a discount on the monthly price of Fixed Wireless Internet service from AT&T.*

 Call 866.694.1361 
or visit  
to check availability!

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Published in The News-Ledger on Dec. 2, 2021

BY DIANE MILLER
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEDGER

Construction manager at risk selected by Inman - USD-448

MOUNDRIDGE—The communities
of Moundridge and Goessel today an-
nounced that Moundridge Communica-
tions was recently named a Smart
Rural Community (SRC) provider by
NTCA, the Rural Broadband Associa-
tion. 

SRC is a national network of commu-
nities powered by innovative rural
broadband providers that are building
a brighter future for small-town Amer-
ica. The program promotes rural broad-
band and its role in supporting
innovative economic development, ef-
fective education, efficient energy dis-
tribution and use, state-of-the-art
health care and other important issues
for rural America.

In order to receive recognition as a
SRC provider, Moundridge Communi-
cations was required to affirm that it
offers 25/3 Mbps broadband to at least
50 percent of its service area; that it
has broadband subscription rates of at
least 50 percent; and that it is commit-
ted to program principles of collabora-
tion and innovation. As a result of
Moundridge Communication’s national
recognition, Moundridge and Goessel
will now be celebrated as a Smart
Rural Communities in program materi-
als and online at www.smartruralcom-

munity.com, joining a national network
of similarly innovative communities. 

“Moundridge Communications has
worked hard to meet these standards,
which enable our residents to fully
participate in today’s connected soci-
ety,” said Sommer Smith, vice presi-
dent of Moundridge
Communications.“Because of access to
high-speed Internet, the communities
of Moundridge and Goessel provide
their residents with educational and
economic opportunities on par with
those in the most connected regions of
America.” 

NTCA Chief Executive Officer
Shirley Bloomfield also recognized
Moundridge Communications for this
achievement, noting, “We are so ex-
cited to welcome another Smart Rural
Community provider into this growing
network of innovative broadband
providers delivering the Internet’s
fastest speeds in some of the most re-
mote and rural communities of our
country. I applaud Moundridge Com-
munications and the communities of
Moundridge and Goessel for their
commitment to enabling cutting-edge
technologies that drive innovation and
promote economic development in
their region and nationwide.”

Moundridge Communications named Smart Rural Community Provider

The Kansas Supreme Court an-
nounced this week the reappointment
of 27 chief judges in Kansas, one of
whom serves McPherson and Harvey
counties. 

Chief Judge Marilyn Wilder was
reappointed in the 9th Judicial Dis-
trict. She has served as a district
judge since 2015 and chief judge since
September 2021.

Wilder received an undergraduate
degree from Taylor University and a
law degree from Indiana University
School of Law. She worked in private
practice before she was appointed a
district judge.

Each of Kansas' 31 judicial districts
has a chief judge who, in addition to
their judicial responsibilities, has
general control over case assignments
within the district, as well as general
supervisory authority over the admin-
istrative and clerical functions of the

court.
Their terms are effective Jan. 1,

2022, to Dec. 31, 2023.

Chief Judge Marilyn
Wilder reappointed

Wilder



INMAN—Inman's
Reagan Brake (senior)
was recently chosen to
apply and compete for
the Heisman High
School Scholarship.

A press release an-
nounced, “Today, The
Heisman Trophy Trust
and Acceptance Insur-
ance announced senior
Reagan Brake as Inman
High School's 2021
School Winners for the
Heisman High School
Scholarship.”

Brake received a cer-
tificate and the opportu-
nity to compete for
college scholarship
money through the
Heisman Trophy Schol-
arship program.

“It was a pretty exten-
sive application,” Brake
said. “It had a full sec-

tion to apply and then
also four, 1,000-charac-
ter essays, just talking
about community serv-
ice, academic and ath-
letic achievements, and
extracurriculars we've
been in all throughout
high school.”

School winners com-
peted to be their state
winner and move on to
the national competi-
tion. State and national
winners received schol-
arships ranging from
$1,000 to $10,000.

“I completed that [the
application] and submit-
ted it, and unfortu-
nately, I wasn't a state
winner or anything, but
it's still an honor to even
be selected out of all the
students at the high
school,” Brake said.

She said writing the
essays is coming in
handy, because she's

busy filling out other
scholarships. 

Brake plans to play

volleyball and attend
Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity next year.
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ANSWERS TO THE PUZZLES ON PAGE 5

WORD SCRAMBLE ANSWER: Table

CRYPTO FUN ANSWERS: A: Server  B: Plate  C: Menu  
D: Kitchen

GUESS WHO: Bobby Flay

INMAN—Megan Heckel is ready
to take on the task of coaching the
Teutons girls basketball team. She's
been the head volleyball coach but
now steps into the role as the head
basketball coach.

“I am very excited about becoming
the basketball coach,” Heckel said.
“Because I coached the girls the last
two years in volleyball, I know how
hard of workers they are. They listen
and want to succeed and put excel-
lent effort in each day at practice.”

Inman finished 8-12 last year, and

Heckel is looking to improve on that
record.

“We want to improve our funda-
mentals and have team success,”
Heckel said. “They are doing a great
job so far.”

Inman begins their season at home
against Minneapolis on Friday, Dec.
3, at 6 p.m.

Schedule
Dec. 3—6 p.m.—vs. Minneapolis—

at Inman
Dec. 7—3 p.m.—vs. Hillsboro

(Early Season Tourney)—at
Moundridge

Dec. 9—3 p.m.—vs. Lyons (Early
Season Tourney)—at Moundridge

Dec. 10—6 p.m.—vs. Moundridge
(Early Season Tourney)—at
Moundridge

Dec. 14—6 p.m.—vs. Sterling—at
Inman

Dec. 16—6 p.m.—vs. Belle
Plaine(Girls HOA-CPL Challenge)—
at Belle Plaine

Jan. 4—6 p.m.—vs. Ell-Saline—at
Ell-Saline

Jan. 7—6 p.m. —vs. Bur-
rton—at Burrton

Jan. 11—6 p.m.—vs. Hutch-Trin-
ity—at Hutch-Trinity

Jan. 14—6 p.m.—vs. Sedgwick
(Homecoming)—at Inman

Jan. 21—6 p.m.—vs. Berean Acad-
emy—at Berean Academy

Jan. 25-28—TBD—Girls Tourna-
ment—at Berean Academy

Feb. 1—6 p.m.—vs. Bennington—
at Inman

Feb. 4—6 p.m.—vs. Moundridge—
at Moundridge

Feb. 11—6 p.m.—vs. Marion—at
Inman

Feb. 15—6 p.m.—vs. Remington—
at Inman

Feb. 18—6 p.m.—vs. Little River—
at Little River

Feb. 22—6 p.m.—vs. Herington—
at Inman

Mar. 3-5—TBD—SUB-STATE—at
TBD 

Mar. 9-12—TBD—STATE—at
TBD

BY BILL BUSH
NEWS-LEDGER

Inman girls new coach has high hopes for the team

McPHERSON—The
temperatures are drop-
ping and the YMCA
Middle School Ambassa-
dors are wanting to
share the warmth with
those in need.

“Ambassadors are
doing the Share the
Warmth drive, and they
are collecting blankets,
hats, gloves, and scarves
as a service project to
give back to their com-
munity, elderly, and
families,” Anna
Schwindt with the
YMCA said.

The Ambassadors are
a small group of middle
school students. The
group focuses on helping
the students increase in-
terpersonal skills and
relationships, build
greater self-awareness
and self-confidence. The
group also focuses on
building their leadership
skills and abilities by
providing them with a
variety of leadership op-
portunities. The Share
the Warmth Drive is
just one of those leader-
ship opportunities. 

The Ambassadors pro-
gram was started sev-
eral years ago, and it is
staffed by a program di-
rector from the YMCA.
The group meets

weekly, and program
leaders have seen par-
ticipants grow over
time.

“Ambassadors have
grown in leadership
skills,” Schwindt said.
“Showing improvement
at home and school as
well as in the commu-
nity.”

Participants who at-
tend at least 10 of the
weekly meetings are eli-
gible for a free five-day
summer camp at Camp
Wood. They are also eli-
gible for a free YMCA
membership.

“It also provides a safe
environment for them to
have social and emo-
tional support,”
Schwindt said. “It pro-
motes the kids' confi-
dence with their peers
to help with peer pres-
sure and other obstacles
they may encounter
through their life.”

While the ambassa-
dors are collecting many
of the items for the
Share the Warmth drive
themselves, they are
asking for community
support. Anyone who
would like to donate
hats, coats, blankets,
gloves or scarves can
drop them off at
McPherson Middle
School between 8 a.m.
and 3 p.m. or at the
YMCA during business
hours.

School Ambassadors want
to share the warmth

BY JESSIE WAGONER
NEWS-LEDGER

The 16-Piece McPherson Com-
munity Brass Choir, under the di-
rection of Jerry Toews, will
perform their popular Christmas
Brass Concert on Sunday, Dec.
12, at 7:30 p.m. in the Goessel
High School Gymnasium. The
Christmas concert will also in-
clude The Elbiata Singers under

the direction of Braden Unruh,
which is the Select and Popular
Singing Group comprised of Goes-
sel High School Students. The
event is sponsored by the Goessel
Ministerial Alliance. A free will
offering to benefit local ministries
will be taken. Come out for a fun
evening of great Christmas enter-

tainment. This event has been
moved from the Alexanderwohl
Mennonite Church to the Goessel
High School Gymnasium, 100 E.
Main, Goessel, to accommodate
social distancing. Livestream will
be available by clicking on the
Goessel School YouTube channel
link at usd411.org.

Christmas Brass Concert scheduled for Dec. 12

Inman's Brake wins IHS award for
Heisman High School Scholarship

BY BILL BUSH
NEWS-LEDGER

Inman High School senior Reagan Brake was recently chosen
to compete for the Heisman High School Scholarship.
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E M P L O Y M E N TE M P L O Y M E N T

For more information or 
to apply, please contact
sweisbeck@mcsec.org   
or call 620-382-2858. 

Marion County Special 
Education Coop has the 

following openings: 
Para positions 
available for 
all districts

Hillsboro Free Press • Harvey County Now • McPherson News-Ledger
Place your ad ONCE and it runs in ALL PAPERS.
$16/per col. inch • Line As: $7.50/20 words, add’l words 25¢ eac.

Deadline: Mondays at Noon
Call: 620-947-5702 or 316-281-7899

E-mail: shelley@hillsborofreepress.com

E M P L O Y M E N TE M P L O Y M E N TC O M M U N I T Y  N O T I C E S
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E M P L O Y M E N T

F O R  R E N T

APARTMENTS

Hesston
EL ROSE APARTMENTS Hesston 1 and
2BR available. 620-327-3199.

HOUSES

F O R  S A L E
Generators

GENERAC Standby Generators provide
backup power during utility power out-
ages, so your home and family stay safe
and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-
year extended warranty ($695 value!).
Request a free quote today! Call for ad-
ditional terms and conditions. 1-855-685-
1898

F O U N D

Livestock
Found: Angus cow with calf on Hopkins
Switch Road and 160th, near Burns. Call
316-796-0537 or 316-208-9468 to claim.

M O V I N G  S A L E
Sedgwick

HUGE MOVING SALE:  Saturday, Dec.
4, 8am-6pm and Sunday, December 5,
9am-4pm. 1409 W. 125th St. N, Sedg-
wick. 

Newton
2 Bedroom 2 Bath patio home, Newton
316-284-4202

Newton

MONDAY-FRIDAY

1st shift   8:00am - 4:00pm
2nd shift    4:00pm - 12:00am
3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

Apply online at: csibottles.com/apply

K C A N  (KS Class Ads)

FINANCIAL
STOP worrying! SilverBills eliminates the
stress and hassle of bill payments. All
household bills guaranteed to be paid on
time, as long as appropriate funds are
available. Computer not necessary. Call
for a FREE trial or a custom quote today.
SilverBills 1-866-918-0981(mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411.(mcn)

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease are lead-
ing causes of death, according to the Amer-
ican Heart Association. Screenings can
provide peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screenings
for just $149. Call 1-866-742-7290 (mcn)

50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! Plus S&H.
Discreet, Save $500.00 Now! Call Today.
1-855-917-5790 (mcn)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
Become a published author! Publications
sold at all major secular & specialty Chris-
tian bookstores. CALL Christian Faith Pub-
lishing for your FREE author submission
kit. 1-888-981-5761 (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-
855-577-1268. Promo Code 285. (mcn)

GENERAC Standby Generators provide
backup power during utility power outages,
so your home and family stay safe and
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!). Request a
free quote today! Call for additional terms
and conditions. 1-877-228-5789 (mcn)

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF +
2 FREE Months! 1-844-596-1237. Hours
Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to 8:00 pm Fri :
9:30 am to 2:00 pm (all times Eastern).
(mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for
a FREE QUOTE from America’s Most Trust-
ed Interstate Movers. Let us take the stress
out of moving! Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 877-327-0795.(mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE
DAY updates! We specialize in safe bathing.
Grab bars, no slip flooring & seated show-
ers. Call for a free in-home consultation:
855-836-2250. (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informati nal package and learn
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

Animals/Livestock
Use Xylecide® anti-fungal shampoo to
treat ringworm on dogs & horses. Elimi-
nates shedding & doggy odor. At
Orscheln Farm & Home (www.fleabea-
con.com)

For Sale
Place your 25-word classified in the
Kansas Press Association and 135 more
for only $300/ week. Find employees,
sell your home or your car. Call the
Kansas Press Association @ 785-271-
5304 today! 

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today
for a FREE QUOTE from America’s Most
Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us take
the stress out of moving!  Speak to a
Relocation Specialist, call 888-788-0471

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-237-
1432

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional installation.
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for
free consultation:  844-740-0117.  Ask
about our specials!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available.  Call: 844-980-0025 

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON
YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies,
liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call
855-462-2769

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for
your taxes.  Running or not!  All condi-
tions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for
details. 844-268-9386

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We
have the best rates from top companies!
Call Now! 855-656-6792.

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!
Save your money on your Medicare sup-
plement plan. FREE QUOTES from top
providers. Excellent coverage. Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much
you can save! 855-587-1299

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels
and 3 months free premium movie chan-
nels! Free next day installation! Call 316-
223-4415

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, ONE
DAY updates!  We specialize in safe
bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring &
seated showers.  Call for a free in-home
consultation:  855-382-1221

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New
Students Only. Call & Press 1. 100% on-
line courses. Financial Aid Available for
those who qualify.  Call 888-918-9985

OPEN POSITIONS:
Part-Time:

*Weekend Dayshift CMA
*Housekeeping
*Maintenance

Full-time:

*Cook

Apply to Amy Boudreaux,
Exec. Director
aboudreaux@

marionassistedliving.com
Marion Assisted 

Living Community
200 Eisenhower Dr., 

Marion • 620-382-3000

CLASSIFIED ADS: $16/COL. INCH       
DEADLINE: MONDAYS AT NOON 

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER
and 60+ years old? Call now! You and
your family may be entitled to a SIGNIFI-
CANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-327-2721
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  Page Publish-
ing will help you self-publish your own
book. FREE author submission kit!  Limited
offer!  Why wait?  Call now: 855-939-2090

$1,000! 
For simply completing an

application for a 
Licenced Nurse Position! 

Don't miss out! 
CALL NOW! 

620-543-2251
Conditions apply... 

400 S Buhler Rd
Buhler, KS  67522

RETIREMENT CENTER

M C N  C l a s s i f i e d s

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery
storage system. SAVE money, reduce
your reliance on the grid, prepare for
power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-877-
381-3059. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire To-
day® to schedule a FREE in-home estimate
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 844-
785-0305 (mcn)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New
Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home estimates
make it convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation. Top quality -
Made in the USA. Call for free consultation:
866-970-3073. Ask about our specials!
(mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES for
uninsured and insured drivers. Let us
show you how much you can save! Call
855-995-2382 (mcn)

Looking for assisted living, memory care,
or independent living? A Place for Mom
simplifies the process of finding senior
living at no cost to your family. Call 1-
877-580-3710 today! (mcn)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh
Start or ForgivenessA Call 1-877-258-1647
Monday through Friday 7AM-5PM PST
(mcn)

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered-to-
the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 8 FREE Filet
Mignon Burgers! Order The Delightful Gift
this holiday season- ONLY $99.99. Call 1-
855-404-9374 and mention code 65658LQX
or visit www.omahasteaks.com/thegift1106
(mcn)Hale Groves Fruit Favorites Gift Box
for the Holidays! Send 2 navel oranges, 1
grapefruit, 2 honey-sweet tangerines, 

2 petite red navels, 2 pears & 2 orchard
fresh apples! SAVE 43%! Just $23.99 (plus
s/h.) Call 1-866-230-1921 to order item
296X and mention code H2YH62 for sav-
ings or visit halegroves.com/H2YH629
(mcn)

Pittman & Davis Sunbelt Fruit Medley for
the Holidays! Brighten Someone’s Winter!
6 Rio Ruby Red Gems. 8 Tiny Tim Navels.
4 Mini Fuji Apples. Call NOW and SAVE
51%! Pay just $19.99. FREE Shipping!
Call 1-877-648-4334 to order item SFM
and mention code P2YG46 for savings or
visit pittmandavis.com/P2YG46 (mcn)

VACATION/TRAVEL
DO WARM WINTERS SOUND GOOD?
Bring your RV down to the warm Rio
Grande Valley. J-5 RV Park in Mission Tx.
will welcome you with a country setting
and friendly people. We have a special
for 1st time visitors. We are following
guidelines to keep everyone healthy and
taking precautions to protect our com-
munity. Phone us at 956-682-7495 or 515-
418-3214. Email info@j5rvparktexas.com
Tom and Donna Tuttle, Managers. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S SPORT
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner,
Speedmaster, etc. Call: 866-314-9742.
(mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epi
hone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie
State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-470-1643. (mcn)

Dan's Cycle, Hesston
has a full-time opening for a

SERVICE WRITER.
Apply in person, 

7901 N. Hoover Rd., Hesston,
or call 620-327-5001. 

Help Wanted:
Press Brake

• Fab/Plasma/Laser Operator
• Welder

• Assembly
• Maintenance

• 40-50 hour work week • Profit Sharing x2/year  
• 401k Matching • 70% Healthcare Paid by Company 

• Life Ins. Paid by Company 
• Emp. Dental Paid by Company
Pick up and complete an application at: 

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro. KS• 620.947.3127 

Applications can be completed online at 
www.hillsboroindustries.com/careers  

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK TO HER-
ITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All Pa-
perwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk,
high-end, totaled – it doesn’t matter! Get
free towing and same day cash! NEWER
MODELS too! Call 1-855-548-5240 (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As
$49.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Re-
liable High Speed Fiber Optic Technology.
Stream Videos, Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-679-7096. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Channels!
Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD
DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL Devices.
Call today! 1-855-434-0020 (mcn)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet. Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice Re-
mote. Some restrictions apply. Promo Ex-
pires 1/21/22. 1-844-316-8876. (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels
and 3 months free premium movie chan-
nels! Free next day installation! Call 855-
824-1258. (mcn)

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 months
with CHOICE Package. Watch your favorite
live sports, news & entertainment any-
where. One year of HBO Max FREE. Directv
is #1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD Power
& Assoc.) Call for more details! (some re-
strictions apply) Call 1-866-296-1409.(mcn)

EDUCATION
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM!
Train ONLINE to get the skills to become
a Computer & Help Desk Professional
now! Grants and Scholarships available
for certain programs for qualified appli-
cants. Call CTI for details! 1-844-843-2771
(mcn)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL BILLING!
Become a Medical Office Professional on-
line at CTI! Get Trained, Certified & ready
to work in months! Call 1-844-405-2328.
The Mission, Program Information and
Tuition is located at CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-information. (M-F 8am-6pm
ET) (mcn)

PLACE YOUR AD
TODAY!

Accounting Associate
Ag Service, Inc is currently looking for an experienced Full-Time

Accounts Payable Associate to join our team. We are seeking 
a professional who is detail-oriented, has good customer 

service skills and is wanting to be part of a great team.
This position is responsible for:
• Process incoming payments and prepare bank deposits
• Prepare monthly customer statements
• Process Accounts Payable invoices and ensuring discount 
opportunities are taken

• Prepare Accounts Payable checks for signature
• Assist Operations by preparing and tracking Bill of Lading 
documents.

• Manage credit card transactions and review for proper coding
• Answer multiline phone system and assist walk-in customers
• Maintain organized files
• Cross train and assist other positions 
as needed

• Various other duties to support the organization

Please send resume to: 
vcarlson@agservinc.com or:
Ag Service Inc, 1830 Kanza, Hillsboro, KS 67063

101 Santa Fe St., Hillsboro
(620) 947-3111

www.countrysidefeed.com

We are growing
and accepting applications for these open positions

• Mill operator 
(Moundridge location)

• Production worker
(2nd and 3rd shift position 
available)

• Truck driver/feed delivery driver 
(Class A or B License required)

Applicants should have a strong work
history, have ability to work in a 
fast-paced team environment and
have attention to detail. Countryside
offers benefits and competitive
wages.
For more information or to apply 
online, go to the CAREERS tab on
our website.

Part-Time 
Custodial Position
Ag Service, Inc is currently

looking for a Part-Time 
Custodian to join our team. 
This position is on weekend
during non-business hours.
Hours can be flexible. This
position is responsibilities 
including but not limited to
floors, restrooms, counter-
tops, and conference room.

Please contact Mike Kleiber
at 620-947-3166

Financial Secretary 
Halstead Middle School has an immediate opening for a Financial 

Secretary.  This position is 8 hours a day/August thru Mid-June 
and includes benefits, sick leave, and retirement. Applicants should

be proficient in general office responsibilities and utilizing 
technology and software programs to complete tasks. High level 
of accounting knowledge required for processing cash receipts, 

accounts payable, inventory, and processing orders, etc.
Please apply using our website:

https://www.usd440.com/contact-us/employment
Halstead/Bentley USD #440

Moundridge
Clean, comfortable place in
Moundridge near  grocery

store & Dollar General!

316-641-7572

O F F I C E  S PA C E

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT!

INMAN—Almost all of Inman's
scoring from last season returns this
year for head coach Brett Froese, now
in his 12th season.

The Teutons lost Derrick Johnson
(six points per game and Honorable
Mention All-League) from last year,
but return senior Jace Deorksen (Sec-
ond Team All-League) and sophomore
Tanner Heckel (First Team All-
League and Honorable Mention All-
State).

Other key returners include seniors
Kyler Konrade, Kendon Blank, and
Dawson Mannebach; juniors Eli
Brunk, Harrison Brunk, and Josiah

Buller; and sophomore Zach Mar-
tisko.

Froese said Inman should have
plenty of team speed.

“Really like this group,” Froese
said. “Will be super fun to watch.
Mannebach and Martisko will be good
tandem inside for us, which we were
missing a little last year. Think this
team should really be able to defend
which we did last year. If we shoot it
well enough from outside, it will be a
fun year. All my guards can get the
ball to the rim.”

Inman will host Minneapolis for
their first game of the season on Fri-
day, Dec. 3, at 7:30 p.m.

Schedule
Dec. 3—7:30 p.m.—vs. Minneapo-

lis—at Inman
Dec. 7—3 p.m.—vs. Hillsboro (Early

Season Tourney)—at Moundridge
Dec. 9—3 p.m.—vs. Lyons (Early

Season Tourney)—at Moundridge
Dec. 10—7:30 p.m.—vs.

Moundridge (Early Season Tour-
ney)—at Moundridge

Dec. 14—7:30 p.m.—vs. Sterling—
at Inman

Dec. 17—7:30 p.m.—vs. Cheney
(Boys HOA-CPL Challenge)—at
Inman

Jan. 4—7:30 p.m.—vs. Ell-Saline—
at Ell-Saline

Jan. 7—7:30 p.m.—vs. Burrton—at
Burrton

Jan. 11—7:30 p.m.—vs. Hutch-
Trinity—at Hutch-Trinity

Jan. 14—7:30 p.m.—vs. Sedgwick

(Homecoming)—at Inman
Jan. 17-22—TBD—Boys Tourna-

ment—at Burrton
Jan. 28—7:30 p.m.—vs. Berean

Academy—at Berean Academy
Feb. 1—7:30 p.m.—vs. Benning-

ton—at Inman
Feb. 4—7:30 p.m.—vs.

Moundridge—at Moundridge
Feb. 11—7:30 p.m.—vs. Marion—at

Inman
Feb. 15—7:30 p.m.—vs. Remington

—at Inman
Feb. 18—7:30 p.m.—vs. Little

River—at Little River
Feb. 22—7:30 p.m.—vs. Hering-

ton—at Inman
Mar. 3-5—TBD—SUB-STATE—at

TBD 
Mar. 9-12—TBD—STATE—at TBD

Inman boys return most of their team from last year
BY BILL BUSH

NEWS-LEDGER
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McPHERSON—The
McPherson High School
swim team will look for a lot
of swimmers to step up and
fill the shoes of graduating
senior state qualifiers Matt
Powers, Rhys Vanderhoof,
Cody Achilles, Alex Houston,
and Logan Ediger. Powers,
Vanderhoof, and Achilles
swam on two relays that fin-
ished in third place at the
state meet.

Senior Wesley Wurm re-
turns from those relays.
Smoky Valley High School
(SVHS) junior Tytus Reed
returns after a successful
sophomore campaign.

Head coach Matt Cotton,
who is in his fourth year
with the MHS wrestling
team and third as head
coach, said Ethan Burger re-
turns after a hiatus his jun-
ior year, and his
breaststroke has always
been competitive. Palmer
Heskett is a freshman who
could have a big first season
with the team, as well as
Gabriel House (SVHS) who
has a bit of swim experience
under his belt with their
club team.

“There is some promise
among some of the greener
guys as well,” Cotton said.
“We will have to see once we
get into competition what
they’re capable of doing.”

This will be a rebuilding
year for the program after
losing a stellar class of sen-
ior leaders.

“We will be bolstered by
leaders like Wes and Tytus,
as well as some of our re-
turning members who made
big strides last year to help
get our fresh batch of re-
cruits ready for competi-
tion,” Cotton said.

Last year, McPherson
dropped their streak as
AVCTL Division League
Champs to Andover Central,
who went on to win state.
They will look to hang with
them and the big Wichita
programs they see regularly
during the season, but Cot-
ton said the team's realistic
about their prospects this
year.

“We want to send as big a
team to the state meet as
possible, which means quali-
fying relays and hitting
some qualifying times that
are going to be a real chal-
lenge after the blazing-fast
state meet last February,”
he said. “Still, we’re hoping
to put up some points at the
state meet and maybe even
get

Wes or Tytus on the
podium.”

The McPherson swim
team starts their season on
Saturday, Dec. 4, at 9 a.m.
at the USD-266 (Maize)
Aquatic Center.

Schedule
Dec. 4—9 a.m.—vs. Multi-

ple Schools—at USD 266
Aquatic Center

Dec. 8—5 p.m.—vs. Multi-
ple Schools—at Topeka-
Capitol Federal Natatorium

Dec. 10—4 p.m.—vs. Mul-
tiple Schools—at Andover
Public Schools Aquatic Cen-
ter

Dec. 16—6 p.m.—vs. Mul-
tiple Schools—at Wichita-
Heights swimming pool

Jan. 8—9 a.m.—vs. Multi-
ple Schools—at Andover
Public Schools Aquatic Cen-
ter

Jan. 13—3:30 p.m.—vs.
Multiple Schools—at Salina
South High School

Jan. 22—10 a.m.—vs.
Multiple Schools—at Wi-
chita-Heights swimming
pool

Jan. 29—10 a.m.—vs.
Multiple Schools—at Wi-
chita-Northwest swimming
pool

Feb. 1—4 p.m.—vs. Multi-
ple Schools—at Haysville-
Campus High School

Feb. 12—9 a.m.—vs. Mul-
tiple Schools—at Andover
Public Schools Aquatic Cen-
ter

Feb. 18-19—TBD—State—
at TBD

McPherson
swim team is

short on 
experience

to begin the
season
BY BILL BUSH

NEWS-LEDGER

McPHERSON—On Mon-
day, Nov. 29, at McPherson
High School, the athletic de-
partment will host its annual
Bullpup Winter Preview to in-
clude the girls and boys bas-
ketball teams, the boys swim
team, wrestling, and the hi-
steppers.

Opening announcements
will be 6 p.m. at 6:05, intro-
duction of the winter squads

and coaches in the following
order: wrestling (by weight
class); boys swimming; Hi-
Steppers-performance; girls
basketball; and boys basket-
ball.

After introductions, the var-
ious teams will disperse for
parent meetings and scrim-
mages. The girls basketball
will scrimmage in the Round-
house; boys basketball parent

meeting in library; boys swim
parent meeting in Little The-
ater; and wrestling parent
meeting and wrestling in aux.
gym.

At 7:30 p.m., the boys bas-
ketball team will scrimmage
in the Roundhouse, and the
girls basketball team will hold
their parent meeting in the li-
brary.

Reserved basketball season

tickets seats will be available
for purchase that evening
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the com-
mons. Regular price $68/seat,
price with pass $50/seat and
USD-418 staff price $15/seat.

Admission for the evening is
a donation of non-perishable
food to the MHS Student
Council that will be delivered
to the McPherson County
Food Bank.

Bullpup Winter Activities Preview is next week

Four-year-starter Seth Madron to anchor Mac B-Ball

McPHERSON—The boy' basketball
team enters the 2021-22 season with only
one returning starter: senior Seth Madron
who averaged 15.7 points, 4.8 rebounds,
2.7 assists, and 1.8 steals per game last
year. 

Gone are Jayton Alexader (now playing
at Tabor College), Eli Pyle, and Adam El-
liott, all who graduated last year, and Jay-
den Dukes, who is lost for the season with
an ACL injury in football.

Juniors Mason Miller (4.5 pts, 3.4 rebs)
and Sam Becker (1.3 pts, 1.0 rebs) both re-
turn as letter-winners last year.

Head coach Kurt Kinnamon said the
team's strength will be its athleticism and
varsity experience. 

“Madron is a four-year player, and oth-
ers have state tournament experience,”
Kinnamon said. “This team should be able
to play at an uptempo.”

Last year, McPherson made it to the 4A
Semi-final game, where they lost to
Bishop Miege, who won the title. 

The Bullpups' weakness will be their
size.

“We lack the 6’6” rim protector,” Kinna-
mon said.

He thinks the top 4A contenders will be
Bishop Miege, Basehor-Linwood, Inde-
pendence, Paola, Ottawa, and Buhler.

The Kansas Basketball Coaches Associ-
ation has McPherson ranked fifth in their
pre-season poll. The top four teams are 1)
Bishop Miege, 2) Louisburg, 3)
Tonganoxie, and 4) Rose Hill.

Kinnamon is in his 27th year as head
coach with MHS and has a record of 536-
120. He is assisted by Dustan Kanitz (16th
year), Brandt Busse (seventh year), and
Paul Reichenberger (first year).

The Bullpups open their season on Fri-
day, Dec. 3, at Dodge City, beginning at 8
p.m.

Schedule
Dec. 3—8 p.m.—vs. Dodge City—at

Dodge City Civic Center
Dec. 7—7:30 p.m.—vs. Newton—at

Newton High School
Dec. 10—7:30 p.m.—vs. Andover—at

McPherson High School
Dec. 14—7:30 p.m.—vs. El Dorado—at

McPherson High School
Dec. 18—5:30 p.m.—vs. Basehor-Lin-

wood—at Shawnee Mission NW High
School

Dec. 21—7:30 p.m.—vs. Buhler—at
McPherson High School  

Jan. 7—7:30 p.m.—vs. Winfield—at
Winfield High School  

Jan. 11—7:30 p.m.—vs. Augusta—at
McPherson High School  

Jan. 14—7:30 p.m.—vs. Circle—at
McPherson High School  

Jan. 20-22—TBD—vs. McPherson Invi-
tational—at McPherson High School  

Jan. 25—7:30 p.m.—vs. Andover Cen-
tral—at McPherson High School  

Feb. 4—7:30 p.m.—vs. Derby—at
McPherson High School  

Feb. 8—7:30 p.m.—vs. Andale—at An-
dale High School  

Feb. 11—7:30 p.m.—vs. El Dorado—at
El Dorado High School  

Feb. 15—7:30 p.m.—vs. Buhler—at
Buhler High School  

Feb. 18—7:30 p.m.—vs. Winfield—at
McPherson High School  

Feb. 22—7:30 p.m.—vs. Augusta (Senior
Night)—at Hutter Gymnasium, Augusta  

Feb. 25—7:30 p.m.—vs. Circle—at Cir-
cle High School  

Mar. 3-5—TBD—Sub-State—at Salina -
Tony's Pizza Events Center

Mar. 10-12—TBD—State—at Salina -
Tony's Pizza Events Center

BY BILL BUSH
NEWS-LEDGER

BY BILL BUSH
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McPherson High School boys take on Buhler during the substate final last season.

Junior Holli Gid-
dings celebrates
during the
wrestling state
tournament last
year. Giddings,
who finished the
tournament with
a 3-1 record and
a third-place
finish, returns
this year for her
senior season.

MOUNDRIDGE—The Moundridge girls
team will look a lot different this year.
They return three key players—senior
Kate Eichelberger and juniors Emily Durst
and Kindall Elmore—but have a new head
coach and will rely on several players step-
ping into new or more significant roles.

First-year head coach Kaleigh Huxman
said she's looking for senior Emma
Blough, juniors Aubree Durst, Reese
Schmidt, and Hannah Schrag, and sopho-
more Kaelyn Wedel to play significant
time this season.

“We have a great combination of size
and speed, with three key players return-
ing this year,” Huxman said. “We have a
new coaching staff and several girls who
will be stepping into bigger roles this
year.”

She expects Sterling, Inman, and Rem-
ington to be their toughest opponents this
year.

Moundridge opens at home against
Elyria Christian on Friday, Dec. 3, at 6
p.m.

Schedule
Dec. 3—6 p.m.—vs. Elyria Christian—at

Moundridge
Dec. 7—6 p.m.—vs. Lyons (Early Season

Tourney)—at Moundridge
Dec. 9—6 p.m.—vs. Hillsboro (Early Sea-

son Tourney)—at Moundridge
Dec. 10—6 p.m.—vs. Inman (Early Sea-

son Tourney)—at Moundridge
Dec. 14—6 p.m.—vs. Little River—at

Moundridge
Dec. 16—6 p.m.—vs. Chaparral (Girls

HOA-CPL Challenge)—at Chaparral
Jan. 4—6 p.m.—vs. Oxford—at Oxford
Jan. 7—6 p.m.—vs. Marion—at Marion
Jan. 11—6 p.m.—vs. Bennington—at

Moundridge
Jan. 14—6 p.m.—vs. Hutch Trinity—at

Moundridge
Jan. 21—6 p.m.—vs. Goessel—at

Moundridge
Jan. 24-28—TBD—Girls Tournament—

at Sedgwick
Feb. 1—6 p.m.—vs. Sterling—at Sterling
Feb. 4—6 p.m.—vs. Inman—at

Moundridge
Feb. 11—6 p.m.—vs. Remington—at

Remington
Feb. 15—6 p.m.—vs. Sedgwick—at Sedg-

wick
Feb. 18 —6 p.m.—vs. Berean Academy—

at Berean Academy
Feb. 22—6 p.m.—vs. Ell-Saline—at Ell-

Saline
Mar. 3-5—TBD—SUB-STATE—at TBD 
Mar. 9-12—TBD—STATE—at TBD

Moundridge girls
have a good balance

of size and speed

McPHERSON—There is a lot of in-
terest in wrestling in McPherson. The
middle school has 60 kids out and
McPherson High School has 73—38
boys, 26 girls, and nine managers.

“I think this a direct reflection of our
wrestling culture and tradition,” said
MHS wrestling head coach Douglas
Kretzer. “Most schools seem to be
struggling to get numbers. That’s not
the case here. It will be a dogfight in
our ranking matches just to be a var-
sity wrestler for MHS.”

Last year, Holli Giddings finished
third at the state meet. Ame Hale, Arri-
ana Gross, Erin Kutina, Brock Burgess,
and Gavin Richardson all made the top
16 last year (but didn’t qualify for state,
since only the top eight made it). Other
key returning wrestlers for the girls
team include Braelynn Patterson,
Shaylee Scheetz, and Hunter Wilson.

“We should be tough in duals with
these numbers, but we are going to
need some kids to make the jump to the
next level if we are going to make a run
for the top 10 in the state for both the
boys and girls,” Kretzer said. “I think
we have kids on the team with the po-
tential to make that jump.”

Key returnees for the boys team are
Brock Burgess, Treyton Pelnar,
Lorenzo Cruzen, Hayden Farley, Collin
Pearson, Gavin Richardson, Eli Clarke,
Landon Thompson, Caden Burris, Cur-
tis Landrum, and Conner McVicker.

Kretzer said the coaching staff, kids,
and administration are excited for the
season, especially since Covid was a
mess last year, and things seem to be
getting back to “more” normal.

“My staff is top-notch with Aaron
Dibbens, Jerry Bowen, Kaden Kretzer,
and Ethan Fowler,” Kretzer said.
“There isn’t a better activities director

in the state in Shane Backhus, as he
continues to provide everything neces-
sary for both teams to reach our goals
both on and off the mat.”

MHS wrestling opens their season on
Dec. 10-11 with a tournament in Colby.

“It’s a great time to be a Bullpup
Wrestler,” Kretzler said.

Schedule
Dec. 10—2 p.m.—vs. Tournament

(Multiple Schools)—at Colby
Dec. 11—9:30 a.m—vs. Tournament

(Multiple Schools)—at Colby
Dec. 16—6 p.m.—vs. Winfield—at

Winfield High School
Dec. 18—10 a.m.—vs. Tournament

(Multiple Schools)—at Abilene High
School  

Jan. 8—9:15 a.m.—vs. Tournament
(Multiple Schools)—at Burlington High
School  

Jan. 13—6 p.m.—vs. El Dorado—at
El Dorado High School  

Jan. 14-15—9 a.m.—vs. Tournament
(Multiple Schools)—at Newton High
School  

Jan. 20—6 p.m.—vs. Augusta—at
McPherson High School  

Jan. 21—2:30 p.m.—Tournament
(Multiple Schools)—at Hays High
School  

Jan. 22—10 a.m. Tournament
(Multiple Schools)—at Hays High
School  

Jan. 27—6 p.m.—vs. Circle—at
McPherson High School  

Feb. 4—11 a.m.—Tournament (Mul-
tiple Schools)—at Rose Hill High
School  

Feb. 5—10 a.m.—Tournament (Mul-
tiple Schools)—at Rose Hill High
School  

Feb. 10—6 p.m.—vs. Buhler—at
Buhler High School  

Feb. 18-19—TBD—Regional—at
TBD  

Feb. 25-26—TBD—State—at Salina -
Tony's Pizza Events Center

McPherson wrestling team
to have depth, competition

BY BILL BUSH
NEWS-LEDGER



MOUNDRIDGE—The
boys team for
Moundridge returns two
starters this season.
Junior Landon Kaufman
averaged 20.1 points and
3.7 assists per game last
year. Junior Logan
Churchill averaged 9.4
points and 4.5 rebounds
per game last year.

Head coach Vance
Unrau, who is in his
35th season at MHS,
said that Kaufman and
Churchill had good off-
seasons. One of the keys
to the season, according
to Unrau, is the duo ele-
vating their games.

“Another key to our
season will depend on
our supporting cast, both
returners from last
year's team and new ad-
ditions that are less ex-
perienced and young,”
Unrau said.

Joining the pair are
last year's letter winners
Joseph Schrag and Gar-
rett Doherty, both sen-
iors, as well as key
players seniors Ethan
Brandewiede and Joseph
Lane and junior Alec
Huddle.

“I feel we have more
depth this year that will
help us play fast when
the opportunities exist,”
Unrau said. “I want our

guys to be more commit-
ted on the defensive end
and show more aggres-
siveness on the glass.
Both have been recent
deficiencies.”

Unrau thinks the top
teams in the Heart of
America League will be
Sedgwick, Inman, and
Bennington. Other top
teams on their schedule
include Little River,
Hillsboro, Garden Plain,
and the Canton-Galva
tournament.

He said the Wildcats
play a very difficult
schedule, and the pre-
Christmas schedule will
give them all they want.

“My hope is that we
will accept the challenge
and establish ourselves
as a team that I think
we are capable of being,”
Unrau said. “Looking
forward to this group of
guys. Time to do some-
thing special.”

Moundridge opens
their season at home on
Friday, Dec. 3, at 7:30
p.m. against Elyria
Christian.

Schedule
Dec. 3—7:30 p.m.—vs.

Elyria Christian—at
Moundridge

Dec. 7—7:30 p.m.—vs.
Lyons (Early Season
Tourney)—at
Moundridge

Dec. 9—7:30 p.m.—vs.
Hillsboro (Early Season

Tourney)—at
Moundridge

Dec. 10—7:30 p.m.—
vs. Inman (Early Season
Tourney)—at
Moundridge

Dec. 14—7:30 p.m.—
vs. Little River—at
Moundridge

Dec. 17—7:30 p.m.—
vs. Garden Plain (Girls
HOA-CPL Challenge)—
at Moundridge

Jan. 4—7:30 p.m.—vs.
Oxford—at Oxford

Jan. 7—7:30 p.m.—vs.
Marion—at Marion

Jan. 11—7:30 p.m.—
vs. Bennington —at
Moundridge

Jan. 14—7:30 p.m.—
vs. Hutch Trinity—at
Moundridge

Jan. 18-21—TBD—

Boys Tournament—at
Canton-Galva

Jan. 28—7:30 p.m.—
vs. Goessel—at Goessel

Feb. 1—7:30 p.m.—vs.
Sterling—at Sterling

Feb. 4—7:30 p.m.—vs.
Inman—at Moundridge

Feb. 11—7:30 p.m.—
vs. Remington—at Rem-
ington

Feb. 15—7:30 p.m.—
vs. Sedgwick—at Sedg-
wick

Feb. 18—7:30 p.m.—
vs. Berean Academy—at
Berean Academy

Feb. 22—7:30 p.m.—
vs. Ell-Salin—at Ell-
Saline

Mar. 3-5—TBD—SUB-
STATE—at TBD 

Mar. 9-12—TBD—
STATE—at TBD

Page 12             mcphersonnews.com News-Ledger              December 2, 2021

Metal Frame & Wood
Frame Buildings

Agricultural • Commercial • Residential

Turn Key Construction Services

McPherson City
General Public Transportation

Transportation is available to the GENERAL 
PUBLIC on a first come, first serve basis without
special designation for priority trips, in the City 
of McPherson and the surrounding area. $1 per
way with door to door delivery. 
Vehicle is handicap accessible and is available
Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m to 3:30 p.m. 
For additional information call the McPherson
Senior Center at 620-241-1848. This project 
is funded in part by the KDOT Public Transit 
Program and the McPherson Senior Center.

DOUG NEUFELD/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEDGER
Zach Martisko prepares to tackle Olpe running back Derek Hoelting in the 1A State Football Championship game.

INMAN—Inman's
dream of a state champi-
onship in football will
have to wait another
year after losing to Olpe
35-6 in the 1A state title
game last Saturday at
Lewis Field at Fort Hays
State University. The
championship was
Olpe's second straight.

One of the issues for
Inman was untimely in-
juries. Kyler Konrade,
an All-State linebacker
and starting fullback
tore his ACL last week
in the sub-state game.
Kendyn Blank, the
team's All-State running
back and starting defen-
sive back, pulled a ham-
string against Sedgwick
and was not able to go.
Talon Welch, the outside
linebacker broke his col-
larbone before the Con-
way Springs game.
Sammy Shober, Inman's
other inside linebacker,
hurt his MCL and was
able to play but not 100
percent on Saturday.

The other issue was
Olpe's defensive front
four and linebackers.
Inman couldn't get their
run game going (they
ended with 42 rushing
yards), were consistently
in third and long situa-
tions, and were forced to
pass. Quarterback Jace
Doerksen threw for 126
yards and a touchdown,
but it wasn't enough to
keep Inman close.

Two moments could
have changed the course
of the game, according to
head coach Lance
Sawyer.

Just before halftime
and down 21-6, a long
kickoff return by

Zachary Martisko gave
Inman the ball at Olpe's
20-yard line. The Teu-
tons moved the ball to
the two-yard line but
weren't able to score.

Then, late in the third
quarter, still down 21-6,

Harrison Brunk forced
and recovered a fumble
on Olpe's 19-yard line.
Again, Inman failed to
score and turned to ball
over on downs at the
seven-yard line.

“Scoring either one of
those possessions gives
us momentum,” Sawyer
said. “The fact that we
struggled to run the ball
kept us from scoring
these possessions.”

Defensively, Sawyer
thought the team played
well.

“They were able to get
outside a couple of plays,
which allowed for them
to have some long runs,”
Sawyer said. “Redeker is
a solid quarterback who
runs extremely well. The
problem was that we
couldn't sustain any-
thing on offense. Time of
possession killed us.”

Elijah Brunk led the
way on defense for
Inman with 10 tackles, a
half-sack and 2.5 TFL
(tackles for a loss). Tan-
ner Heckel had nine
tackles, Grant
Thimmesch had eight
tackles (half a sack and
1.5 TFL), Martisko had
six tackles, with one for
a loss, and Brunk had
the forced fumble and
recovery.

It was the best season
Inman football has ever
had. This was the Teu-
tons' first trip to the
state championship
game, and they ended
their season with a 12-1
record.

Inman loses in the title game
to the defending champs
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DOUG NEUFELD/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEDGER
Jace Doerksen rolls out to pass in the 1A State Championship
game versus Olpe. Olpe won the game 35-6.

McPHERSON—Seniors Peyton Howard and Lau-
ren Labertew return as starters from last year's girls
basketball team that finished 21-4 and as runner-up
for the 4A State Championship.

The Bullpups graduated three seniors from that
team, and all three are playing college basketball
this season. Grace Pyle was an All-State selection
and is at Pittsburg State University. Kassidy Beam
was an All-Class 4A selection and is at Tabor Col-
lege. Emma Malm is also playing this year at Tabor
College.

Besides Howard and Labertew, varsity returners
include seniors Cameron Pelzel, Ella Schmid, and
Emily Whorton; juniors Alexis Dukes and Ella
Buschbom, and sophomore Karter Alvord.

Key newcomers are junior Chloe Clevenger (who
transferred from Doniphan West) and sophomores
Madison Moors, Reanna Eilrich, Jayla McLeod, and
Alex Romero

Chris Strathman is in his 27th season with the
MHS girls basketball team and his 17th year as the
head coach. His career record is 323-60. Assistant
coaches include Katelyn Loecker, Jeremy Elseth,
and Courtney Heinen.

Strathman hopes this year's team will fly under
the radar a little bit, since they're not returning near
the offensive firepower as they have had the last sev-
eral years. 

“We are going to be a team that will have to rely
on our defense, rebounding, ball security, and shot
selection,” Strathman said. “We must have all of
those components working in order to compete with
the really good teams on our schedule.”

Strathman said the field for the McPherson tour-
nament is as strong as ever, as all three of the
Kansas City area schools will be very strong this
season and Clearwater, a newcomer to the tourna-
ment, will have a very solid squad as well.

He names Bishop Miege, Andale and Louisburg as
a few of the top teams in 4A this season.

“I love the group of girls that we will get to work
with, as I think some of them are ready to step for-
ward in a big way after being supportive yet key role
players for a couple of seasons,” Strathman said.
“Production from our sophomore varsity newcomers
and also our transfer player will also be a very big
key toward any success we might have this season.”

The Bullpups have qualified for the state tourna-
ment 26 of the last 29 seasons and won their league
24 of the last 27 seasons, including the last 14 con-
secutive seasons.

McPherson will start their 2021-22 journey at
Dodge City on Friday, Dec. 3, at 6:30 p.m.

Schedule
Dec. 3—6:30 p.m.—vs. Dodge City—at Dodge City

Civic Center  
Dec. 7—6 p.m.—vs. Newton—at Newton High

School  
Dec. 10—6 p.m.—vs. Andover—at McPherson

High School  
Dec. 14—6 p.m.—vs. El Dorado—at McPherson

High School  
Dec. 18—4 p.m.—vs. Blue Valley—at Shawnee

Mission NW High School
Dec. 21—6 p.m.—vs. Buhler—at McPherson High

School  
Jan. 7—6 p.m.—vs. Winfield—at Winfield High

School  
Jan. 11—6 p.m.—vs. Augusta—at McPherson

High School  
Jan. 14—6 p.m.—vs. Circle—at McPherson High

School  
Jan. 18—7:30 p.m.—vs. Andover Central—at

McPherson High School  
Jan. 27-29—TBD—vs. Mid America Classic—at

McPherson High School  
Feb. 4—6 p.m.—vs. Derby—at McPherson High

School  
Feb. 8—6 p.m.—vs. Andale—at Andale High

School  
Feb. 11—6 p.m.—vs. El Dorado—at El Dorado

High School  
Feb. 15—6 p.m.—vs. Buhler—at Buhler High

School  
Feb. 18—6 p.m.—vs. Winfield—at McPherson

High School  
Feb. 22—6 p.m.—vs. Augusta—at Hutter Gymna-

sium, Augusta  
Feb. 25—6 p.m.—vs. Circle—at Circle High School  
Mar. 2-4—TBD—vs. Sub-State—at TBD
Mar. 9-12—TBD—vs. State—at Salina - Tony's

Pizza Events Center

McPherson girls to
rely on newcomers

stepping into key roles

INMAN—Sports in Kansas released its annual
Coach of the Year Finalists and Inman's Lance
Sawyer is among the seven coaches selected in 1A.

Other coaches nominated for the top award are
Jeff Werner (Sedgwick), Chris Schmidt (Olpe), Jess
Rutledge (Wabaunsee), Darren Sasse (Smith Cen-
ter), Scott Jones (Lyndon), and Larry Glatczak
(Centralia).

The list is presented by Mammoth Sports Con-
struction, SAFE, and Watco. Winners will be an-
nounced over the weekend.

Inman's Sawyer a finalist for coach of the year

Moundridge boys have depth, scoring ability and a lot of promise


