Why I believe in Shopping Local First by Ann Engel

As the McPherson Main Street executive director, promoting local awareness of our products and services is a major part of my job. Shop local, Buy Local, Shop Small, Support Independents, Think-Shop-Buy-Local, Small Business Saturday……the list of groups that focus on this concept and recognize the value of shopping locally and supporting our local businesses continues to grow. Just Google “Shop Local” and you will find programs, ad suggestions, even free products that you can get to help you promote your local businesses or a Shop Local event.  Add to that the list of statistics like “An estimated 65% of revenue is reinvested into your community by shopping with locally owned businesses as compared to 34% from national chains” and you are soon inundated with guilt as you look at that shopping bag from a national chain store, or peruse the internet receipt from your latest online purchase. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]That is not what Shop Local should be about. In my opinion it is not about creating guilt because you went shopping in another community or online, nor is it about bashing national chains. Shopping locally is more than part of my job, it is a personal commitment that I have made to my community. It is the realization that these local business owners are my friends and neighbors and they are the foundation of the community that I live in. Their businesses drive the local economy by providing products and services that I need and want. They provide jobs, they contribute to the tax base by collecting sales tax and paying property taxes and their success contributes to the overall community economic health and quality of life that make McPherson the place I choose to live.

Without getting into the politics of the Big Box stores and their corporate locations, on a local level, I have found that having the variety that these stores offer draws people into McPherson, and if we partner with the local managers, these national chains can be an asset to our community. They pay local taxes, they provide local jobs, and contrary to what may happen in other communities, in McPherson they have been good neighbors and have financially supported many of our local events and projects. Working together we have been able to draw more people into town and accomplish more than we would have without them. After all, shopping with them is also providing local impact.

Do I ever shop online? Yes, I do. Do I ever shop out of town? Yes, I do. But I can honestly say that I shop more and more locally each year because I take the time to physically go into the local stores, restaurants and service businesses and see what they have to offer. I am continually surprised by items that are price competitive to bigger stores in bigger cities, and I am often delighted to find a unique, one-of-a-kind item that I can only find right here in town. 

Another benefit of shopping locally is that I know the people that I choose to do business with care about my satisfaction and will do their best to guarantee it should I have a problem or need service after the sale. Notice that I said “the people that I choose to do business with” and not every business. Are there local businesses who just don’t “get it”? Absolutely, but those businesses probably won’t be here in a few years, so, if you give them a chance and they still don’t meet your expectations, then move on to another one who does. I’m practical, I’m realistic. I know that McPherson doesn’t have everything that I am looking for all the time, and sometimes it is fun to check out another community and see what they have to offer as well. But I also know that if we do not make a conscious effort to support our local businesses, they will not survive, and we will all suffer because of it. 

I think McPherson is a great place to live. Is it perfect? No, but I choose to focus on what I like about it and to work on making it better. I choose to spend a large percent of my money here because I care about my community and want it to grow. Why not “Shop Local First” with a commitment to explore what McPherson has to offer and a commitment to increase your local spending on a regular basis. Let’s all work together to make McPherson better for everyone. 
